


A VISION REALIZED
A Special Message from Founder Wilma Melville
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Wilma and Search Dog Murphy, searching at the Oklahoma City 
bombing site in 1995.

Over twenty years ago, as I stood in the 
driveway of my Ojai home, I saw my life beginning 
to take an important turn. You see, I had just 
returned from Oklahoma City where my Search Dog 
Murphy and I combed the wreckage, searching for 
survivors of the Alfred P. Murrah building that had 
been bombed. I returned home determined that, 
out of that unfathomable tragedy, some good must 
come.

Standing there, I realized that improving disaster 
response was the way to make a significant 
difference, and honor those that perished on that 
day in April of 1995. I had a vision of how I wanted 
to help, but didn’t know exactly how I would 

accomplish this or what the end result would look 
like. All I knew is that our nation needed more, 
better-trained Canine Disaster Search Teams and 
that a small, strong and dedicated organization 
could provide them a home, a place to train and 
a place to share experiences learned, passed along 
from generation to generation.

As we opened the gates of the National Training 
Center (NTC) to the world, I was and still am in awe 
of just how much this incredible Search Dog family 
– Handlers, volunteers, staff, Board 
Members and YOU, our supporters 
– has accomplished together. This 
place isn’t JUST the home of the 
Search Dog Foundation (SDF), or 
JUST a place where rescued dogs 
and First Responders come together 
to form a life-saving resource for our 
communities in need. Rather, it’s our 
collective gift to America, in honor 
of all who came before to get us to 
where we are today.

I am proud to say we have completed 
a monumental endeavor – we have 
turned my vision from so many years 
ago into something you can see, 
feel, experience and treasure for 
yourselves. And while our Grand 
Opening marked the end of a long 
journey, it also stands as the first step toward the 
future of Canine Disaster Search in this country. 
There is still much to do, and my hope is that there 
will always be more work to be done.

You see, most would think that as I drive through 
the gates of the NTC, I surely must have feelings 
of joy and pride in the accomplishment. Well, 
truth be told, there’s a bit of that but there are 
much larger feelings of focus on what comes 
next. You see, rightly or wrongly, I consider myself  
a visionary.

Fortunately, there is a wonderful staff at SDF seeing 
to the day-to-day operations and continually elevating 
and improving our programs. Consequently, I am 

focused on the future and where the emphasis of SDF 
will be put in the months and years to come.

So, while we enjoyed this historic moment in 
September – the grand opening of the National 
Training Center – I look forward to seeing this 
organization grow with you at our side. The gates 
are now open and as we walk through them 
together, let’s welcome others from all over to join 
us – all focused on the future and the many more 
milestones we will accomplish.

Thank you for being with us then, now and 
tomorrow. It has never been with more heartfelt 
enthusiasm and humility that I say, proudly, “Thank 
you all for being Part of the Search!”

Wilma at the ground breaking of the NTC in 2010.  Photo by Mary Long

Founder Wilma Melville and  
Founding Trainer Pluis Davern,  
with SDF’s first three Handlers:  
Rob Cima, Randy Gross, and Rick Lee.   
Photo by Karyn Newbill
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On September 23, 2017, we celebrated the grand 
opening of our National Training Center – two 
decades after Wilma first shared her vision for 
a facility created specifically for the training of 
Disaster Search Dogs.

As SDF Search Teams from across the country 
marched through our entrance, Wilma proudly urged 
over the speakers, “Please join me in welcoming 
home America’s Search Teams!” Our Handlers and 
Search Dogs were greeted with waving SDF flags 
and cheering from supporters lining their path.

Though we were missing teams deployed for 
disasters in Mexico and Puerto Rico, over 40 of 
SDF’s active and retired Search Teams celebrated 
the official opening of the NTC with us, helping 
to personally thank those who helped build the 
campus. Teams and guests eagerly toured the newly 
completed Frank McGrath, Jr. Family Welcome 
Center and Bechtel Handlers’ Lodge.

In addition, the weekend included two days of 
active training on various props at the Wendy P. 
McCaw Foundation Canine Training Grounds, 
including the DeMartini Covered Training Arena, 
Nutro “Room to Run” Direction and Control Yard, 
Carlee’s Train Wreck and Maggie’s Rubble Pile. Also 
featured were the Collapsed Freeway simulation 
and an updated training environment.

We are delighted to share a few of our favorite 
photos from the Grand Opening celebration and 
look forward to sharing many more as we continue 
to grow and enhance our beloved home.

All photos on pages 3 and 4 by Susan Bollinger, Kevin Hess, Travis Mauck, Karyn Newbill, Tony Panzica and Zack Warburg
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THE GRAND OPENING OF OUR NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER
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BUILDING OUR HOME AT THE NTC
A First-of-its-Kind Training Center for Disaster Search Dogs
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The location of our National Training Center is magical in its own right – 125 acres 
of rustic and intricate trails, canyons and beautiful landscapes nestled in the quiet 
foothills of Santa Paula, CA. A working cattle ranch for over 100 years, the NTC 
property is an ideal spot for SDF’s permanent home.

On campus, rescued and recruited dogs have a warm and comforting place to 
live while becoming rescuers themselves. First Responders from across America 
and beyond have an inviting place to stay while training, and SDF staff have 
comfortable accommodations while working diligently to further our mission. 
Given the vast opportunities presented by the canyon’s wonderful features, the 
site plan for the NTC has gone through a natural evolution since the initial drafting 
in 2008:

2008 Map
The first map designed for our current 

NTC property in Wheeler Canyon.

2014 Map
An updated design  
incorporating more training  
props and the essential  
Clean Water Delivery System.



6

Harry Katz
Rosalind Katz
Carrie and Craig Kawahara
Terry Kaylor
Shirley Keating
Janet Kehlenbeck
Susan and Peter Keller
Wynne and Michael Keller
Richard Kelley
Eric and Rena Kelley
Estelle Kelley and Jason Weber 
Dimples and Maurice Kellogg
Doris and Jim Kelsey
Susan Kemper and Cam Warren
James Kerchenfaut
Thomas Kershaw
Beatrice and Gordon King
Kanani and Paul King
Nancy King
Virginia King
Pat Kinn
Jacqueline Kious
Marvel Kirby
Adrienne Kitko
Toni Klassen
Kline Construction Company  
Faith & James Knight Foundation
Jim Knox
Mary Koechert
Koehler Plumbing  
Herbert Kohler, Jr.
Cathy Kollman
Sally and Alban Konishi
Elise Koonmen
Susan Koppel
The Koranda Family Foundation
Kandi Kozlowski
Jean Krachenfels
Kathleen Kraus
Betty and Don Krause
Kruger Bensen Ziemer Architects  
Laura Kulakowski
Tom Kurosaki
Paul Kurzeka
Matt and Marti Kuznicki
June Laarss Payne
Allison LaBarge
Valerie and Joseph LaBella
Laguna Blanca Auxiliary
Lakeside Foundation
Pamela and John Lane
Elaine Langone
Linda Lanier
Mary Lapka
Christine Lastimosa
Laural Foundation
Patricia and Edward Lay
Sandy and Elliott Lazarus
Geoffrey and Susan Leach
The Thomas and Dorothy Leavey 

Foundation
Douglas and Jonathan Lee
Cynthia Lees
Jonne Legg
Margaret Leighton
Diane Leister
Edward and Stefanie Leland
James Leonard
Geraldine and Gerald Leri
Barbara Lerma
Marith Levers
Melanie Elaine Levitt
Margaret Levy
Anita Lewis
Becky Lewis
Lori Lietzke
Laurie D. Lima
Limoneira Company  
Dave and Kimberlee Lindee
Mary Lindsay
Marikay Lindstrom and Bill Linder
Sue Lipsey
Susan Liszeski
Michele and Vernon Livergood
Lynn and Jack Loacker
Kate Logue
Bill and Kristin and Kristin Loomis
Liz Lord
Laura Loughlin
David Lounsbury and Edi Young
Arline Lovett
Grant Loyd  
Christine and Greg Luchanin
Arlene Lucier
Ludwick Family Foundation
Mary Ellen Lukasiewicz
Jacqueline Lynch
Maureen Lyon
Mac Brown Excavating  
Jolanta Macek and Van Delashmutt
Mary Ellen Maclean
Magnum Fence  
Mainstreet Architects + Planners  
Lisa Makowski
Diane Mall
Nancy Mallery
Beverley and Karl Mallette

Monrene Malmstrom
Barbara Malshafsky
Ann Mangini-Major
Loreen Manos
Jacqueline and Nicholas Marchetti
Lois Marchini
Carol and John Marengo
Carol Markewitz
Marquette Consulting, Inc.  
Frank and Susan Mars
Linda Marsh
Mason Company  
David Martens
Bert W. Martin Foundation
Ellen Martin
Pearl Martin
Judith Martin-Hoyt and Charles Hoyt
Leslie Masunaga
Mathewson Charitable Lead Trusts
Jan and Joe Matisco
Dianne Mattera
Frances Mattera
Debi Mauck
Linda Mauck
Rhett and Shannon Mauck
Jim Mayew
Amanda and Randy Mazey
Susan and Donald Mc Cue
The Harold McAlister Charitable 

Foundation
Wendy P. McCaw Foundation
Lori and Neil McConnaha
Carmen McCoy
Sally McDonald
Laurie and Carlee McGrath
Sean McGrath
The Frank McGrath, Jr. Family
Ella Mae McGuire
Claudia and Jim McHale
Kristiane McKee Maas
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP  
Laurie McKeon
Patricia McKeon
Janet McLaughlin
Elizabeth McNamara
Mary McNaughton
Carole Meeker
Richard and Elayne Meeker
Subhash Mehta
Joanne Mejia
Wilma Melville
Cheryl and Michael Meyer
Ella Sue Miccia
Cynthia Michael
Dana Michelli
Shirley Miehlke
Barbara and Emil Mieske
Donna and Ted Miller
Linda Miller
Mark and Carolyn Miller
Vicki Milstein
Greg Minoff
Suzanne Mitchell
Teri Mizuhara and Bill Smith
Mimi and John Moffatt
Montecito Bank & Trust
Thea Montella and Stefano Cacaca
Danielle Montesano
Maria Morgan
Debra Morris
Audrey Morrison
Marie Morrisroe
The Irving I. Moskowitz Foundation
Ben and Ellen-Jane Moss
Sarah Mubarek
Betsy and Jim Munroe
Marci Murphy
Pamela and Barry Murphy
Peggie Murray and Richard Murray
Al and Diann Myer
Carol Myers
Carolyn and Hubert Naus
Marion Nebiker
Sarah Needham
Robert Neff
Martine Nehrig
Andrea Nelson
Karen Nelson
Patricia Nelson
Averil and James Nero
Melissa Newlin
Newman’s Own Foundation
Michael and Alyce Niccum
Serenity and Nathan Nichols
J.R. Nicholson
Lou Nicolaides
Laura J. Niles Foundation, Inc.
Roger Nilsen
The J. Robert Nonemaker Foundation  

for Small Animals
Jeanne Norman
Mary and Bill Norman
Pam Nothwang
Sarah Novak
Marilyn Nunn
The Nutro Company
Judith Nyros

Oasis Petroleum
Mrs. William O’Byrne
Laura O’Connor
Nancy and Steven O’Connor
D.S. and Jennifer O’Day
Kevin O’Donoghue
Patricia O’Lear
Helen Olson
Loren and Kim Olson
On Target Transport  
Orion Landscapes  
Roberta Orvis
Linda and Gregory Osborne
Patricia O’Shaughnessy
Jeanne Osio
Mary and Mark Osmolski
Deborah Otis
David and Elizabeth Ouimette
PACE Advanced Water Engineering  
Sandra Paci
Paleo Solutions  
June Palmer
Iwonka Palusinski
Robert and Tricia Paramore
Pat Parker
Sarina and Frank Wong
Gloria Paul
Pearson Matching Gifts
Pebble Beach Riding and Trails 

Association
Pebble Beach Company
Myrna Pedersen
The Peggs Company  
Deborah and Godwin Pelissero
GJ and Rebecca Pelissero
Jeff Pepper
Stella and Arthur Pepper Foundation
Joseph and Reva Perata Fund
Caralyn Percy
Charna Perloe
William and Nanci Perocchi
Charles and Anne Perry
Barbara Petak
Petco Foundation
Lindsay Pettit
Connie Phelps
Michelle and Glenn Phillips
Pam Phillips
Holly Phillipsen
Ermon and Linda Pickard
Pete and Jeannine Pierson
Renee Pittin
Jane and Chuck Pivetti
Cathy Plesha
Elinor Plumer
Karan Pohl
Poplock Family Foundation
Darrell and Helen Poplock
Margaret Porto
Judith Posnikoff
Postscripts Federated Club - CFWC
Bryna and Jay Potsdam
Linda Pounds
Heloise Power
Precon Products  
Kenneth Previs
Rebecca and Richard Price
Don and Joanne Pritzlaff
Progressive Land Management, Inc.
Edward Psioda
Quality Paving  
Celeste Quimby
Susan Quinn
Joyce Raby
The Rachael Ray Foundation
Art and Veronica Rahm
Phyllis Raimondi
Ramsay Family Foundation
William Randall
Janet Rasmussen
David and Alana Rathbun
Ray Rieman Construction  
Bruce Reed
Gail and Martin Reed
Suzanne and Brian Reed
Karla Rees
Carlton Reiley, MD and Nancy Reiley
Debbie Reinstedt
Cheryl Revkin
Susan Reynolds
Reyes Masonry Contractors  
James and David Rez
Jordan Rieff
Rio School District  
Julia Ripley
Lisa Ripley
Kelly Riseley
Wendy Ritchie
Allyn and Joseph Ritz
P. C. Roberts
Carol Robinson
Louise and David Robinson
Laura Rockenberger
Rose Rockey
Sharon Roehl
Julie Roessig
Jackelyn Rolin

Dale Root
Ted Rose
Lynne Rosenberg
Rotary Club of Santa Paula
Nina and Mark Rubin
Ric Ruffinelli
R.W. Scott Construction Co.  
San Buenaventura Research Associates  
Judith Sanders
Sandra Sanders
Yvette Sanville
Cheri and Larry Savage
Scaife Family Foundation
Donna Schaffer
Sonja Scheelke
Shirley Schneider
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Robin Schott
Barbara Schroeder
Lorene and Clem Schryver
Lydia Schulman
Amy and Brent Schultz
Cory Schwab
Marc Schwager
Jeane Schwarzkopf
Stephanie and William Scott
Heather Scott
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
Bob Seay and Peggy Gillon Seay
Joan Sedik
Leslie and Rich Selfridge
Mary Severson
Susanne Shaffer
M C Sharpe
Brian Shaw
Tracy Shaw
The Shilling Family Foundation
Dianne Shortall
Gerald B. Shreiber Foundation
Jean Sieloff
Signs of Success  
Bobbi Simmers
Katharine Simmons
Karen Simonsen
Simpson Strong-Tie  
Dorothy Singleton
Andrew Sisolak
Geraldine Skarakis
Stacy Skredsvig
Roseann Skrovan
Adrienne and John Slagboom
Rhoda and Robert Slifka
Lon V. Smith Foundation
Debra Smith
Marjorie and Morley Smith
Marshall Smith
Arlene Smutny
Cynthia Snell
Cindy Snow
Patricia Snyder
Alison Sommers-Sayre
Jon Sorensen
Southern California Laborers Training

School & Apprenticeship  
Abby Soven
Gary and Myrna Sparks
Tina Sparuk
Helen Sperling
Dan and Marie Spiegle
Freda Sprietsma
Veda Sroka
Kathy Stahl
Betty Stanley
Laurie Stanley
Walter Stansky

Arlene Stanton
Steelcraft  
Nancy Stegens
Claire Steidel
Patricia Steinhauser
Susan Steinruck
Dr. Carrie Stempler
Merry Stephen
Adele Hillman Stern
Beth Stevens
Doug Stevens
Natalie Stewart
Joyce and William Stillwell
Liz Stinson
Ronald Stone
Stone Imagery  
Joanne Storkan
Sylvana and Gerald Stratton
Taft Electric Company  
Thomas and Beulah Strout
Kerry Stubbs
Jean and Ray Stumbo
Jane Sunderland
Fred Sussi
Andrea Sutcliffe
Nancy Swift
Loretta Swit
Eoi Takagi
Metta Tanikawa
Ninon Tantet
Jacqueline Tauriello
Aileen Taylor
Dan and Angela Taylor
Dr. Laura Taylor and Eric O’Connor
Paul Taylor
Richard and Janet Taylor
Katrina Taylor-Wenger
Grace Tazewell
Tracy Tempest
Sandi Terkelsen
Carol Teter and John Lovejoy
Eileen Thomas
Joanne Thomas
Michael Tichenor
Leslie Kiki Tidwell
Sara Tiede
Katherine Timmerman
Karla Timpani
Patricia and Ryan Todd
Fran Toll
Robin Torch
Debra Tosch
Robert J. McWade
Scott Trammell
Travis Agricultural Construction  
Theresa Trejo
Tri County Office Furniture  
TriStar Vet  
Diane Trobaugh
Janet and Lamar Troutman
Terry Truitt
Trussell Technologies  
Katherine Tucker
Marie Tudisco
Janet and Frank Tullis
Robert and Stephanie Turner
Peter Tweedt
UBU Sports  
United States Army Reserve  
United States Navy Reserve  
Jean and Richard Van Camp
Luann Van Campen
Thomas Van Meter
Joseph and Susan Vasek

Hortense Vasquez
Michele Vaughn
Margaret Veach
Marina Velez
Gasper and Constance Ventimiglia
Volentine Family Foundation
Wayne and Gladys Valley Foundation
Justin Wade
Liz Wainstock and Suzanne Little
Robert and Karen Walker
Rosemary Walker-Butler
Ashley Wallace
Waller Design
The Wallis Foundation
Cathy Walsh
Judith Ward
Pat Ward
Peggy Ward
Corlis Ciji and Tony Ware
Lorraine Warren
Jan Warsaw
Paula Washington
Water Resource Engineering Associates  
WD-40 Company
Deanna Webber
Linda Weber
Mary Weber
Paul Weber
Joanne Weckbacher
Wende Weckbacher
The Weiler Foundation
Craig Weissman
Patricia Wells
Olivia Werner
Robert Werner
The Adele A. and Harold J. Westbrook 

Foundation
Pamela Wiegardt
Sally Wiener
Daniel Wietchy
Marty and Bill Wiggins
Linda and Randy Wight
Cheryl Wild
Williams-Corbett Foundation
Carol Williams
Susan and William Willis
Brenda Wilner
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey
Charlotte Wilson
Janet and Joseph Wiltzius
Window Products Management  
Elizabeth and Larry Wingate
Margaret Winningham
Eleanor Winters
Joyce and Robert Wire
Michael and Josephine Wittenberg
Diane Wolcott
Barbara and Craig Wolf
Bette and Jack Wolf
Virginia Wolf
The Wood-Claeyssens Foundation
Caryn and Doug Woodburn
Woodland Hills Woman’s Club
Paul Woodruff
Mary Sue Woolcock
Chris Wright
Barbara Wylie
Tuba Yalcin
Joyce Yamagishi
June Yanaginuma
Frank and Lynn Yanez
Stephen Yant
Kathleen Youngberg
Jacob and Yuchin Yu



7

When we evacuated the NTC campus on December 
4th, we weren’t sure if we would have a home to 
come back to after the devastating Thomas Fire 
swept through our canyon. We spent much of 
December with our canine candidates housed 
in comfortable rooms at a local Ventura hotel 
– socializing and training in the parking lot and 
nearby park. The candidates even stretched their 
legs and played in the sand at the nearby Ventura 
State Beach. Eighteen days later, our staff and 
Search Dogs in training eagerly returned to the NTC, 
happy to have some normalcy restored.

We have begun moving forward with our insurance 
company and will rebuild the areas affected in the 
coming months. As of this printing of the Quest, 
we have completed debris removal and cleanup 
and, when our building permits are approved, we 
will begin restoration of these valuable training 
areas. In the meantime, our training team continues 
to use other areas of our campus daily, to train 
with our Search Dog candidates as well as with 
visiting veteran Search Teams. Like the resilient 
and dedicated shelter dogs we recruit, we remain 
committed to the task at hand and focused on 
achieving our goals!

Pointing a Nose to the Future

As we get back on our paws and continue fulfilling 
our mission to strengthen disaster response in 
America, we are inspired by the tremendous support 
of our SDF Family. This may have been a bump 
in the road but, thanks to you and your generous 
support, we are confident and optimistic about the 
successful impact our collective work will make on 
human- and animal-kind!

For The Dogs. For Our Communities. For Our Country.

We send our heartfelt gratitude to the outstanding emergency responders (including some of 
our own Handlers) who worked the front lines of the fire, the hotel staff at the Ventura Beach 
Marriott and the Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach who provided comfortable accommodations for  

our dogs and staff, our incredible volunteers for stepping up to help in every way possible,  
and to YOU for supporting us as we move into the future together.

Handler Jeff Ivy and the Sacramento Fire crew in Montecito, CA. Handler Matt Kirk and the CalOES Fire crew taking a break from 
fighting the Thomas Fire.

BACK ON OUR PAWS
Forging Ahead in the Wake of the Thomas Fire

Damage in a Simulated Disaster Zone –  
What was Affected at the NTC?
Though the landscape is now very different 
compared to what we left behind the night of the 
fire, we are grateful that all of our staff and dogs 
were safe. We were relieved that our main buildings 
– the Welcome Center, Handlers’ Lodge, Canine 
Pavilion and Caretaker’s Quarters – were largely 
unaffected, as were the Showgrounds, Canine 
Memorial Wall, Guardian Glade and the Covered 
Training Arena.

Some other key areas of the campus, however, 
were not so lucky. Search City, a mini neighborhood 

simulation built to replicate various disasters, 
burned to the ground with only remnants of the 
buildings and vehicles remaining. (as seen above)
One of the train cars in our Train Wreck prop was 
destroyed and, sadly, the historic Boone’s Cabin, 
containing relics from over one hundred years of 
history, is completely gone. Other features of the 
campus, including our water treatment system and 
landscaping, were also significantly impacted.

Photos by SDF staff, Jeff Ivy, and Matt Kirk



THE NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER

With 125 acres of “Doggie Disneyland,” as 
the Handlers call it, the NTC is a desirable and 
accommodating destination for Canine Disaster 
Search Teams from around the world. Historically, 
the trouble with training sites has been the inability 
to change rubble piles over time and the lack of 
ever-changing, dynamic search scenarios that 
consistently challenge Handlers and Search Dogs 
alike. Before the NTC, there was simply no single 

site that provides such an environment for Search 
Teams to utilize and hone their life-saving skills.

Now, with the NTC designed specifically for 
Disaster Search Dogs and their Handlers, SDF has 
the ability to provide training props that can be 
adjusted over time to better address the need for 
teams to continually refine their abilities and skills. 
Additionally, the NTC offers professional training 
staff on-site to help work through any training 

issues with support and encouragement, and 
features a variety of designated areas to train in 
real-world deployment simulations.

The NTC truly is a special place for our nation’s 
Canine Disaster Search Teams – from the moment 
a dog and Handler set paw and foot on our campus 
for the first time, to the Canine Memorial which 
allows these amazing canines’ legacies to live on 
forever.

Functional, Flexible and FUN! How We’re Putting the NTC to Good Use...
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From Drive & Decoy Workshops that build on each dog’s innate desire to search, to participating in specialized 
studies such as Canine Decontamination, the NTC provides opportunities to delve deep into the world of 
working dogs and stays on the cutting edge in the field of Canine Disaster Search.   

Educational Workshops

As Search Teams mature through their careers, their training needs evolve as they gain experience and need
   to be challenged more. The NTC allows us to adjust our training props to create basic search problems for
       new teams and more complicated scenarios for veteran teams. This flexibility makes the NTC unique
               and more efficient, so teams can return to our campus knowing they will face new training setups
                      over time. 

Advanced Search Team Training

Photos on pages 8 and 9 by Susan Bollinger, Kate Horwick, and Dave Lindee
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Every SDF Handler must complete an intensive two-week-long Handler Course prior to being presented with 
the leash to his or her Search Dog. This course includes everything from basic canine care to more advanced 
scent theory training. With a curriculum designed to prepare Handlers for every stage of their Canine Disaster 
Search careers, completion of the Handler Course marks a milestone moment for each Search Team’s career. 

Introductory Handler Courses

Inside the Petco Foundation Canine Pavilion, SDF 
designed a fully-equipped veterinary care facility, 
with treatment and surgical spaces as well as an 
x-ray room, allowing for medical care to be provided 
on-site when necessary.

On-Site Canine Care

Search Dogs and Handlers are able to train on various 
single components of Disaster Search at many 
sites throughout the country. What is much more 
difficult to find is a site that can provide a full-scale 

deployment simulation, combining elements learned 
at each site. The NTC, with acres of disaster training 
props, steep ravines and wide open areas, provides 
the space and scenarios for a replicated deployment 

situation. These simulations are essential to ensuring 
that Search Teams are prepared before they ever face 
these challenges in the real world.    

Deployment Simulations

THE NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Since our founding, SDF has always strived to stay 
ahead of the curve when it comes to Canine Disaster 
Search. SDF looks for the most innovative, relevant 
and important training curriculums and tools that 

provide teams the best preparation possible before 
facing real-life deployments.

By offering continuing education courses and 
workshops, enhancing our existing training props to 
provide new challenges for our teams, building new 

Following Our Noses to What’s Next for the Search Dog Foundation

ones as Search Teams return from deployments with 
lessons learned, and creating the ability to certify 
teams on-site, the NTC will provide a centralized hub 
for learning and sharing ideas for Canine Disaster 
Search Teams around the world.

Ongoing training is vital to the deployment readiness 
of each Search Team. SDF will provide continuing 
education workshops and seminars to keep teams in 
peak performance shape, with their skills sharpened 
and ready to deploy at a moment’s notice.  

Deployment Readiness  
Training

SDF’s Search Teams and their canine partners combed the wreckage of 
Hotel Montana in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, after a devastating earthquake 
in 2010. We will recreate this unique search scenario at the NTC, naming 
the collapsed structure Hotel Haiti in honor of what is often described by 
Handlers as one of the most difficult deployments of their careers.

Hotel Haiti
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Lifetime Care homes are an important part of our SDF Family – providing loving homes 
for those dogs who are not able to complete our training program. The NTC will be a 
place for them to receive training to ensure a successful relationship with their new 
four-legged family members.  

Lifetime Care

Canine Disaster Search Teams across the country 
must be certified for deployment every three years by 
either their state or FEMA. SDF hopes to provide the 
NTC as a site for these certifications to help increase 
the number of our nation’s Search Teams functioning 
at the highest level of deployment readiness.  

Search Team Certification

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Photos on pages 10 and 11 by Susan Bollinger, Sonja Heritage, Dave Lindee, and Debi Mauck



FINDING A POTENTIAL RECRUIT:  
The face of a Search Dog

Identifying a candidate often happens as the 
recruiter is swinging a toy while walking down 
the aisle of a shelter, seeing which dogs react 
appropriately.

It takes a very special dog to complete our 
evaluation and training program. Each Search 
Dog must possess an innate, unrelenting desire to 
hunt, with laser-like focus on the task at paw and 
a temperament suitable for sometimes stressful 
situations – all while being able to get the job done 
with a wagging tail.

This unique set of traits is not always immediately 
identifiable, especially in a shelter environment. It 
takes a village to find, evaluate and train a former 
stray—transforming chaotic raw talent into happily-
applied, refined skills.

TRANSFORMING FROM RESCUED TO RESCUER:
The Journey of a Search Dog

asas tthehe

EVALUATING A CANINE CANDIDATE:  
Intense toy drive, focus and energy

Once a dog seems interested in the toy, our 
recruiters take the dog to a fenced area where they 
can further evaluate if the dog’s need to possess 
the toy is insatiable. Running through a battery of 
tests that also gauge agility and athleticism, our 
recruiters will make a decision if the dog should be 
brought to our NTC for a final formal evaluation by 
our trainers. (Read more about Canine Recruitment 
on pages 14-15)

FINDING THEIR PURPOSE:  
Canine heroes in training

When some of our Canine Candidates arrive at 
the NTC, they may have the toy drive and focus 
needed to succeed as a Search Dog, but they’ve 
often been told they’re a “bad dog” for these very 
same behaviors. Some will not even make eye 
contact with humans. Our Trainers help each dog 
understand that we want them to bark, but with a 
purpose, and that we love their boundless energy 
when channeled into their work. Finally, these 
recruits learn that they are loved, needed and have 
a very important purpose in life. (See our current 
Canine Candidates in training on pages 16-17)

Photos on pages 11 and 12 by Hope Blueberry, Susan Bollinger, CA-TF2, Kate Horwick, Erica Jacques, Karen Krogh, Karyn Newbill, and Serenity Nichols
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MEETING THEIR HANDLER:  
The partnership of a lifetime

The bond between Handler and Search Dog is one 
that is obvious when standing in a room with the 
team or witnessing their teamwork on a rubble pile. 
After two weeks of intensive training during SDF’s 
Handler Course, the newly paired teams begin a 
working relationship that could take them through 
an 8 to 10 year career together. From the moment 
the leash is handed from Trainer to Handler, that 
Search Dog knows that they have a home and a job 
for life. (Meet our Class of 2017 on page 18)

GOING HOME:  
Meeting their new family

Our Search Dogs live and train at the NTC before 
being partnered with their First Responder-Handlers. 
So when the teams leave together on graduation 
day, they head home to be introduced to the entire 
family. The addition of a Search Dog to the home 
dynamic is a big change and an even greater 
commitment — as trainings, demonstrations and 
potential deployments all mean time spent away 
from family. Our Handlers’ families aren’t often in 
the spotlight, but we are grateful to each and every 
one for their support and the countless hours, miles 
and energy poured into the teams’ invaluable work.

TRAINING FOR THE INEVITABLE:  
Preparing for disaster and deployment

Graduation does not mark the end of training for a 
Search Team. Achieving state or federal certification 
can take 6 to 12 months of training and, even then, 
the work continues as teams progress in mastering 
new deployment simulation scenarios to further 
their readiness. While no amount of training can 
necessarily prepare Search Teams for never-before-
faced challenges encountered at a real disaster, 
SDF pledges ongoing advanced training support 
throughout their careers to ensure they are as ready 
as possible when called upon to respond. (See our 
Search Teams that certified in 2017 on pages 22-24)

THE MOST IMPORTANT MISSION:  
Deployment to a disaster zone

It’s not a matter of if, but when disasters will 
happen, and it’s our job to prepare our teams for the 
types of search scenarios they may come across in 
the real world. To do this, our teams bring back the 
lessons learned at each deployment so that future 
generations of Search Teams can benefit from their 
experiences and be better prepared the next time. 
A deployment is the culmination of all the training 
and preparation these teams put in for months or 
years before they receive that call. (See photos from 
our 2017 Deployments on pages 20-21)

THE GOLDEN YEARS:  
Closing of a chapter

When a Search Dog begins to slow down or has 
trouble on the rubble, it is up to the Handler to 
determine if retirement is calling. Though it can be 
difficult to hang up their search vest, retirement 
also means that a Search Dog gets to play with toys 
beyond training and enjoy more time at home with 
family. SDF offers medical coverage for our Search 
Dogs throughout their entire lives to help ensure 
they are well taken care of, all the way until they 
join their fellow heroes on our Canine Memorial 
wall at the NTC. (Read about our Search Dogs that 
retired or crossed the Rainbow Bridge in 2017 on 
pages 25-27)

OUR LIFETIME CARE PROMISE:  
Once rescued, no dog that enters our program 
will ever need to be rescued again

Since our founding, SDF has pledged that no dog 
accepted into training will ever be returned to the 
shelter. Through our Lifetime Care program, we find 
a suitable career change or loving home for any dog 
that does not successfully complete our training. 
We promise that no matter the reason, each and 
every dog will find purpose and enjoy their new life. 
(Learn more about our Lifetime Care program on 
page 29)



QUEST FOR CANINES

During the summer of 2017, an energetic Black 
Lab named Stella caught the eye of the staff at the 
Humane Society of Broward County (HSBC). Their 
staff felt that she was destined to have a job as she 
had been in and out of shelters in multiple states 
her entire life. Stella had been adopted to several 
homes, but she always ended up back in a shelter 
after a few weeks and was in danger of being 
euthanized. The reason? She had too much energy, 
drive and focus on the toy, which made life difficult 
for her adoptive families.

Recognizing that these same traits are the exact 
behaviors SDF looks for in potential Search Dogs, 
the HSBC called us right away.

“We are extremely proud and honored to have been 
able to be a part of Stella’s incredible journey,” 
shares Adoption Coordinator Jinnette Pantalone. 
“This experience was a first for us as a shelter, and 
we are beyond thrilled for Stella! She was a dog 
that no one wanted because they thought she was 
untrainable, but now this incredible girl is just steps 
away from becoming a real hero!”

SDF reached out to our Southeast Region Canine 
Recruiter, Greg Strickland, who is also a veteran 
Search Dog Handler himself, to evaluate the pup. 
After several evaluations and videos sent to SDF’s 
training team, Greg adopted Stella and flew her to 
SDF’s National Training Center in California.

“The shelter staff felt Stella had a special kind of 
energy about her and knew if she was not adopted 
that she would be euthanized,” remembers Greg. 
“An evaluation was conducted, with the assistance 
of several local Canine Handlers, in which Stella 
excelled. She was very energetic and had a desire 
to please and play no matter what environment she 
was placed in. We quickly realized that Stella had 
what it took to start the training of being a rescued 
dog turned into a rescuer.”

Because SDF already had an active Search Dog 
named Stella (paired with Handler Matt Kirk in San 
Diego), this bouncy new addition to our training 
program was renamed Daisy, in honor of longtime 
SDF supporter Nancy Link’s beloved Black Lab.

Daisy has been a quick learner as she progresses 
through SDF’s training program and has continued 
to impress our Trainers with her efficiency in the 
search and her consistent eagerness to please.

“After searching, Daisy leans into her trainer’s legs 
and looks up with her big brown eyes with the 
tug toy in her mouth, basking in pride. She’s an 
incredible dog,” shares SDF Trainer Mandy Tisdale.

Daisy is looking forward to meeting her new Handler 
in July, when our Trainers will pass the leash during 
her Graduation Ceremony at the NTC. We are so 
grateful to the HSBC for recognizing Daisy’s true 
potential and to Greg and his teammates on Florida 
Task Force 1 for evaluating her. All of you have 
given this special dog a new “leash on life” and the 
chance to help save lives as a Search Dog!

295
DOGS WERE  
EVALUATED

21
OF THOSE DOGS 

WERE OFFICIALLY 
ACCEPTED INTO
SDF TRAINING

147
RESCUE PARTNERS ACROSS THE  

COUNTRY HELPED EVALUATE DOGS 
FOR OUR TRAINING PROGRAM

From shelter dog to Search Dog: Daisy finally finds her way home thanks to the  
Humane Society of Broward County and Florida Task Force 1

In 2017, SDF was honored to introduce The 
Rachael Ray Rescue Brigade, a philanthropic 
project supporting our efforts to recruit rescued 
dogs for the SDF training program. After The 
Rachael Ray Foundation™ generously donated 
$150,000 to launch the initiative, our community 
joined in, helping us cover the costs of:

 
  groups across the country to find, evaluate, 
  and transport rescued dogs to our National 
  Training Center; and

 
  their entire lives.

Thanks to The Rachael Ray Foundation and all 
of you who participated, we successfully raised 

Rachael’s Rescue Brigade: Working together to give homeless dogs a new life 

$360,152 together to provide shelter dogs with a 
forever home and a job they love! 

We are thrilled and grateful that The Rachael 
Ray Rescue Brigade could shine such a bright 
spotlight on this important part of our mission.

About The Rachael Ray Foundation™ and Nutrish®: 
A portion of proceeds from each sale of Rachael’s 
pet food, Nutrish®, is donated to The Rachael 
Ray Foundation™, which helps animals in need. 
Through March 2018, more than $27 million 
dollars have been donated to animal charities 
and other organizations that do good for animals. 
The funds are used for food, medical supplies, 
treatments, and more.
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Photos on pages 14 and 15 by Kate Horwick and  
The Rachael Ray Foundation



QUEST FOR CANINES
Our 2017 Rescue Partners

We are grateful for our Rescue Partners throughout the country. Partners in bold had canines who entered our program in 2017.
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Animal Welfare League of Alexandria – Alexandria, VA
Antioch Animal Services – Antioch, CA
Arlington Animal Shelter – Arlington, TX
Atlanta Lab Rescue – Atlanta, GA
Bakersfield SPCA – Bakersfield, CA
Balch Springs Animal Shelter – Mesquite, TX
Baldwin Park Animal Care Center – Baldwin Park, CA
Bark ‘N’ Bitches – Los Angeles, CA 
Bay Area GSD Rescue – Fulton, CA
Berkeley Animal Care Services – Berkeley, CA
Bruno The Companion Animal Rescue – Denver, CO
Butte Humane Society – Chico, CA
Cache Humane Society – Logan, UT
Canoga Animal Shelter – Canoga Park, CA
Carson Animal Shelter – Gardena, CA
Charleston Animal Society – Charleston, SC
Chula Vista Animal Care Facility – Chula Vista, CA
City of Berkeley Animal Shelter – Berkeley, CA
City of Carrollton Animal Adoption Center – Carrollton, TX
City of Chicago Animal Care and Control – Chicago, IL
City of Corona Animal Services & Enforcement – Corona, CA
City of Rancho Cucamonga Animal Care & Services – Rancho Cucamonga, CA
City of Sacramento Animal Services – Sacramento, CA
City of Terrell Animal Adoption Center – Terrell, TX
Columbia Humane Society – Saint Helens, OR
Contra Costa Animal Services – Martinez, CA
County of San Diego Department of Animal Services – Bonita, CA
Dallas Animal Services – Dallas, TX
Dallas Pets Alive! – Dallas, TX
Dallas Street Dog Advocates – Richardson, TX
Davis County Animal Care & Control – Kaysville, UT
D.A.W.G. – Santa Barbara, CA
Dog Gone Seattle – Seattle, WA
Downey Animal Care Center – Downey, CA
Farmers Branch Animal Services – Farmers Branch, TX
Freedom Service Dog Rescue – Englewood, CO
Friends of the Forney Animal Shelter – Forney, TX
Fort Worth Animal Care & Control Center – Fort Worth, TX
Fur the Love of Paws – North Platte, NE
Furry Friends Rescue – Fremont, CA
Garland Pet Adoption Center – Garland, TX
German Shepherd Rescue of the Rockies – Westminster, CO
German Shorthaired Pointer Club of Oregon – Sherwood, OR
Gilmore County Animal Shelter – Ellijay, GA
Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Rescue – San Francisco, CA
Good Shepherd Rescue – Dallas, TX
Gypsy Soul Rescue – Pittsburg, KS
Hanford Animal Shelter – Hanford, CA
Harbored Souls Rescue – Fort Worth, TX
Haven Humane Society – Redding, CA
Hearne Animal Shelter – Hearne, TX
Heartstrings Animal Advocates – El Dorado, KS
Herd U Needed A Home – Bend, OR
Humane Rescue Alliance – Washington, DC
Humane Society Mountain Shelter – Blairsville, GA
Humane Society of Broward County – Fort Lauderdale, FL
Humane Society of Ochocos – Prineville, OR
Humane Society of Utah – Murray, UT
Humane Society of Ventura County – Ojai, CA
Jackson County Animal Control – Phoenix, OR
Jameson Animal Rescue – Helena, CA
Jefferson County Animal Shelter – Port Townsend, WA
K-9 Specialized Training & Consulting – Antioch, CA
Keller Humane Society of N. Texas Welcome Home Adoption Center – Benbrook, TX
Klamath Animal Shelter – Klamath Falls, OR
Lancaster Animal Services – Lancaster, TX
Lawrence Humane Society – Lawrence, KS
Lodi Animal Services – Lodi, CA
Los Angeles Animal Services – Los Angeles, CA
Los Angeles County Animal Care & Control – Castaic, CA
Marin Humane – Novato, CA
Mid-Atlantic German Shepherd Rescue – Mount Airy, MD
Midwest Animal ResQ – Raytown, MO
Mohawk Hudson Humane Society – Menands, NY
Mussle Dogs – Oakdale, CA
Napa Animal Services – Napa, CA
Newberg Animal Shelter – Newberg, OR
Northwest SPCA – Oroville, CA
O’Connor Animal Shelter – Concordia, KS

Onslow County Animal Shelter – Jacksonville, NC
Operation Kindness – Carrollton, TX
Panhandle Animal Shelter – Ponderay, ID
Pasadena Humane Society – Pasadena, CA
PAWS Chicago – Lincoln Park, IL
Payette Partners Ranch – New Plymouth, ID
Pickens County Animal Shelter – Jasper, GA
Plano Animal Services – Plano, TX
Pomona Animal Shelter – Pomona, CA
Prairie Paws Adoption Center – Grand Prairie, TX
Red Oak Animal Control – Red Oak, TX
Rescue Ranch, Inc. – Yreka, CA
Richardson Animal Shelter – Richardson, TX
Right Start Kennel – Sheboygan Falls, WI
Riverside County Animal Control – Riverside, CA
Rogue Valley Humane Society – Grants Pass, OR
Sacramento County Animal Care and Regulation – Sacramento, CA
Sacramento County Bradshaw Animal Shelter – Bradshaw, CA
Salt Lake County Animal Services – Salt Lake City, UT
San Bernardino City Animal Shelter – San Bernardino, CA
San Diego Humane Society – San Diego, CA
Santa Barbara County Animal Services – Santa Barbara, CA
Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter – Santa Cruz, CA
Santa Paula Animal Rescue Center – Santa Paula, CA
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society – Santa Ynez, CA
Scratch My Belly Rescue – Rancho Santa Fe, CA
Seagoville Animal Shelter – Seagoville, TX
Second Chance for Homeless Pets – Salt Lake City, UT
Second Chance Pups – Lincoln, NE
Southern California Labrador Retriever Rescue – Torrance, CA
Southern Oregon Humane – Medford, OR
South Los Angeles City Shelter – Los Angeles, CA
South Utah Valley Animal Services – Spanish Fork, UT
SPCA of Monterey County – Salinas, CA
Stanislaus Animal Services – Modesto, CA
St. Bonnies Animal Sanctuary – Canyon County, CA
Sutter Animal Services Authority – Yuba City, CA
Tehama County Animal Services – Red Bluff, CA
The Colony Animal Services – The Colony, TX
The Haley Graves Foundation – Summerfield, NC
TK Hot Kennels – Meridian, ID
Tracy Police Department Animal Services Unit – Tracy, CA
Tri City Animal Shelter Cedar Hill – Cedar Hill, TX
Tulare County Animal Control – Visalia, CA
Union County Animal Services – Blairsville, GA
Utah Animal Adoption Center – Salt Lake City, UT
Utah Lab and Newfoundland Rescue – Jordan, UT
Vanderpump Dog Foundation – Los Angeles, CA
Ventura County Animal Services – Camarillo, CA
Weber County Animal Services – Ogden, UT 
West Valley City Animal Shelter – West Valley City, UT
Woof Project – Vancouver, WA

Search Dog Bear searching 
on the rubble pile at the NTC.

Join the Canine Recruitment Booster Club! 

Your gift to the Canine Recruitment Booster Club helps provide  

the funding needed to help SDF continue recruiting rescued dogs 

and giving them a new “leash on life” as Search Dogs. Contact 

Director of Development, Rhett Mauck at (805) 229-0075 or  

Rhett@SearchDogFoundation.org to learn more.
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MEET OUR CANINE CANDIDATES IN TRAINING

Amber 
Donated by a Private Donor 

in Fillmore, CA 
Sponsor: Julie Croker

Named by the  
Skall Family in memory of 

Amber Skall

Bode 
Recruited by Kirsten Fulk from a 
Private Donor in Spokane, WA 

Sponsor: Jill Bee

Paul 
Recruited by Charlie Freeman 

from Charleston Animal 
Society in Charleston, SC

Daisy 
Recruited by Greg Strickland 

from the Humane Society  
of Broward County  

in Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Named by Nancy F. Link  
in memory of Daisy Link

Cody 
Recruited by Kirsten Fulk  

from Golden Gate
Labrador Retriever Rescue  

in San Francisco, CA 
Sponsor: The Joel & Dena  

Gambord Family

Dallas 
Donated by a Private Donor  

in Menifee, CA 
Sponsor: Joel & Dena  

Gambord Family

Flyer 
Recruited by Kirsten Fulk 

from Haven Humane Society 
in Anderson, CA 

Sponsor: Joel & Dena  
Gambord Family

Hawkeye 
Recruited by  

Kirsten Fulk from Freedom 
Service Dog Rescue 
in Englewood, CO



17

MEET OUR CANINE CANDIDATES IN TRAINING

Sponsor the Journey of our Search 

Dogs – From Rescued to Rescuer.  

By sponsoring our Canine Class, 

a Candidate’s kennel run here at 

the NTC, or a specific Candidate in 

training, your generous gift will help 

provide the funding needed to recruit, 

care for and train the next generation 

of Search Dog heroes! Contact  

Director of Development, 

Rhett Mauck at (805) 229-0075 or 

Rhett@SearchDogFoundation.org  

to learn more.

Knox 
Recruited by Greg Strickland 
from Animal Welfare League 

of Alexandria  
in Alexandria, VA 

Sponsor: The Frances and 
John Wahl Foundation

Koda 
Donated by a Private Donor 

in Broken Arrow, OK 
Sponsor: Joel & Dena  

Gambord Family

Loki 
Recruited by 

Kirsten Fulk from German 
Shorthaired Pointer

Club of Oregon Rescue
in Sherwood, OR

Ruffy 
Recruited by Kirsten Fulk 

from a Private Donor 
in Niland, CA 

Sponsor: Patricia Snyder

Sage 
Recruited by 

Kirsten Fulk from a 
Private Donor 

in Oakdale, CA

Skylar 
Recruited by Kirsten Fulk from 
Jackson County Animal Care & 
Control Center in Phoenix, OR 

Sponsor: Arc Aspicio

Sonny 
Donated by a Private Donor 

in Malibu, CA 
Sponsors: Nanci Denney Bergin; 

Joel & Dena Gambord Family

Thor 
Recruited by 

Kirsten Fulk from 
a Private Donor 

in Grants Pass, OR

Photos on pages 16 and 17 by Kate Horwick and Amy Sandberg
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An asterisk (*) indicates the pairing of a veteran handler with a new canine partner.
All photos by Kate Horwick and Dave Lindee

CLASS OF 2017

7
NEW SEARCH 

TEAMS  
PARTNERED

4
FEDERAL & STATE  

TASK FORCES  
IN THE U.S.  

RECEIVED NEW  
CANINE ASSETS

6
FIRE DEPARTMENTS  

THROUGHOUT  
THE COUNTRY 

RECEIVED NEW  
SEARCH DOGS

Support our Active Search Teams 

Serving America.  

By joining the Search Team Booster 

Club or making a gift to the Search 

Team Scholarship Fund, your  

support ensures that SDF Teams  

will to be ready the next time disaster 

strikes - from the two-week Handler 

Course all the way through retirement, 

you can help our teams every step  

of the way.  

Contact Director of Development, 

Rhett Mauck at (805) 229-0075 or 

Rhett@SearchDogFoundation.org  

to learn more.

Brandon Andersen & Winnie 
Sacramento Metro Fire 
California Task Force 7 

(Sacramento) 
Sponsor: The Lois & Allan Friedman Family 

Named by William & Winifred Freeman Foundation 
in honor of Winifred (Winnie) Freeman

Mike Toepfer & Deacon 
Los Angeles County Fire 
California Task Force 2 
(Los Angeles County) 

Sponsors: Otilia & Emma Diaz; 
Mars, Inc.

Marc Valentine & Charlie* 
Montebello Fire 

California Task Force 5 
(Orange County) 

Sponsors: Arc Aspicio; The Stella & Arthur 
Pepper Foundation; Cynthia Petrovits

Vincent Fuccella & Hank 
Sacramento Fire 

California Task Force 7 
(Sacramento) 

Named in memory of Henry “Hank” Salvatori, 
of the Grace Ford Salvatori Foundation

Bob George & Shadow 
Los Angeles County Fire 
California Task Force 2 
(Los Angeles County) 

Sponsors: Joyce & Alex Carasa; Mars, Inc.

Joe Zakar & Dora 
San Diego Fire-Rescue 
California Task Force 8 

(San Diego) 
Sponsor: Joel & Dena Gambord Family

Clint Schepe & Georgia 
Chula Vista Fire 

California Task Force 8 
(San Diego) 

Sponsors: Mary & Jeff Kroll



PASSING THE LEASH
Partnering Handlers and Search Dogs

Each quarter, SDF Trainers pass the leash to 
Handlers from across the country at our Search Team 
Graduation Ceremonies. These celebrations honor 
not only each Handler and Search Dog partnership, 
but also recognize the many hours of effort, focus 
and determination that got them to that point.

Canine Candidates in SDF’s program train for 
approximately eight to twelve months before being 
paired with a Handler. Concurrently, Handlers 
undergo an extensive interview process and are 
expected to attend search trainings prior to entering 
SDF’s intensive two-week Handler Course at the NTC. 
From basic heeling to search strategy and scenting, 

the Handlers learn as much as possible about dog 
handling in the two weeks they spend on campus. 
This entire process helps ensure that both Handler 
and Search Dog are dedicated to the overall search 
component of their Task Force and to their career 
together as a team for the next eight to ten years.

SDF’s commitment to the search doesn’t stop there. 
We continue providing advanced training support 
to help the teams prepare for certification for 
deployment, which typically is achieved between 
ten to twelve months after their pairing. From the 
moment a Search Team is certified, they continue 

focusing on deployment readiness, which is the 
ultimate objective for every Search Team.

As Search Teams strive for deployment readiness, 
SDF offers advanced training scenarios at our NTC 
that simulate the disasters these Handlers and Search 
Dogs will see together in the real world. By training 
on various search elements prior to encountering 
them at the scene of an actual disaster, teams are 
prepared to conquer the now known challenges 
they may face. That preparation is the deployment 
readiness which will help them save lives the next 
time disaster strikes.
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San Diego and Sacramento Handlers practice their canine 
medical care skills during SDF’s Handler Course at the NTC.

Veteran Sacramento Search Team 
Chris Bergquist & Kari search the 
rubble during a training support visit.

SDF’s newly partnered teams are introduced 
at a Search Team Graduation Ceremony 
in November 2017.

All photos by Kate Horwick and Dave Lindee
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DEPLOYMENTS

42
SDF-TRAINED 
TEAMS WERE 

DEPLOYED  
TO 16 DISASTERS

10
U.S. STATES OR  
TERRITORIES  

WERE ASSISTED BY  
SDF SEARCH TEAMS

Flood Pre-Staging – Los Angeles, CA 
Josh Flores & Cajun, Jason Vasquez & Ripley – January 22

Flood – Trabuco Canyon, CA 
Alex Van & Winnie – January 23

Landslide – Hollywood Hills, CA 
Eric Ingstad & Java, Cynthia Sato & Roxy – January 30

Tornado Pre-Staging - Dallas, TX 
Derek Chaky & Scout, Robert Grant & Rocky, 
Patti Krafft & Billy, Andi Sutcliffe & Skye – April 2

Missing Person Search – Bethlehem, NY 
Brian Girard & Keila, Greg Gould & Dax – April 5

Missing Person Search – Irvine, CA 
Donovan George & Ollie, Doug Van Iwaarden & Sadie – April 27

Tornado – Canton, TX 
Derek Chaky & Scout, Robert Grant & Rocky, Patti Krafft & Billy,  
Laurel Pitman & Sonic, Andi Sutcliffe & Skye – April 29

Missing Person Search – Eagle Mountain, UT 
Madison Warner & Tanner – May 16

Building Collapse – Utica, NY 
Greg Gould & Dax, Brian Girard & Keila – June 19

Missing Person Search – Dallas, TX 
Andi Sutcliffe & Skye – June 25

Vehicle Crash – Yorba Linda, CA 
Doug Van Iwaarden & Sadie – June 17

Hurricane Harvey – Gulf States 
Roxanne Bauman & Cole, Brent Brainard & Decker, Linda D’Orsi & Haley, Davis Doty & Jester, Keri Grant & Tucker, Robert Grant & Rocky,  
Wade Haller & Rex, Eric Ingstad & Java, Patti Krafft & Billy, Steve MacDonald & Lilly, Andrew Pitcher & Chief, Mike Stornetta & Rocket,  
Andi Sutcliffe & Skye, Doug Van Iwaarden & Sadie, Damon Wirth & George – August 25

Hurricane Irma – Florida & Virgin Islands 
Kristi Bartlett & Ivan, Brent Brainard & Decker, Tom Carney & Allie, Linda D’Orsi & Haley,  
Eric Darling & Ben, Donovan George & Ollie, Brian Girard & Keila, Greg Gould & Dax,  
Marshia Hall & Lilah, Eric Ingstad & Java, Matthew Kirk & Stella, Ed Martinez & Fritz,  
Garreth Miller & Vita, Andrew Pitcher & Chief, Mike Stornetta & Rocket,  
Eli Thomas & Vader – September 5

Earthquake – Mexico City, Mexico 
Jake Armendariz & Clancy, Dennis Clark & Rugby,  
Jason Dobbins & Diva, Gary Durian & Tanker, Luis Garcia & Maxim,  
Fidel Gomez & Rosie, Manny Sampang & Eva – September 19

Hurricane Maria – Puerto Rico 
Kristi Bartlett & Ivan, Chris Bergquist & Kari, Brandon Budd & Josie,  
Eric Gray & Riley, Jason Vasquez & Ripley – September 20

Missing Person Search – Richmondville, NY 
Brian Girard & Keila, Greg Gould & & Dax – October 27

SDF Search Team Robert Grant & Rocky finish searching a destroyed apartment complex  
in Rockport, TX, after Hurricane Harvey.  Photo by Joe Raedle / Getty Images

SDF Search Team Cynthia Sato & Roxy search following 
a landslide in Hollywood Hills, CA.  Photo by CA-TF1

SDF Search Teams Jason Vasquez & Ripley and Josh Flores 
& Cajun on standby for flood pre-staging.  Photo by CA-TF2
SDF SS h T J V & Ri l d J h Fl

SDF Search Teams Derek Chaky & Scout, 
Andi Sutcliffe & Skye, Patti Krafft & Billy, 
Robert Grant & Rocky in Texas for tornado 
pre-staging.  Photo by TX-TF2

SDF Search Teams DDerek Chaky & Scout
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Kristi Bartlett & Ivan searching in St. Thomas following  
Hurricane Irma.  Photo by VA-TF1

SDF Search Teams (L to R) Jason Vasquez & Ripley, 
Brandon Budd & Josie, Chris Bergquist & Kari, and 
Eric Gray & Riley may look like they’re on vacation 
but the blown out windows in the buildings behind 
them tell a very different story after Hurricane Maria 
slammed into Puerto Rico.  Photo by CA-TF2

Both trained by SDF, Clancy (left) of USA-2, 
based in Los Angeles County, and Maxim 

(right), of Baja California Task Force 3, based in 
Tijuana, Mexico, have trained at the NTC and 
worked together in Mexico City to search for 

survivors following the devastating earthquake.  
Photo by USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign  

Disaster Assistance

Search Dog Maxim and Handler Luis Garcia work with rescuers to search for survivors in the rubble in Mexico City. 
Photo by Fidel Gomez

Rocket searching in Florida, following Hurricane Irma.  Photo by CA-TF4RocRocRocketketetet sesearching in Florida following Hurricane Irmama PhoPhototo byby CAA TF4TF4

KriiKriKr stisti Ba B rtlett & & && IvaIvaIvIvIv n sn searearchiching ng in in St.St. Th Thomaomas fs follollowowing 
HurH rricricane Irmaa PhPhoh too byby VAVA TF1TF1

SeaSearcrchr DoD g Maxim and Handleer Luis Garcia work with rescuers to search for survivors in the rubble in Mexiexicco CitC ySDF Search Teams with USA-2 leave March Air Force Base for Mexico City. 
Photo by USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
SDFF Seearcch Teams with USA 2 leleaavee March Air Force BBaase fofor Mexico City

“We all showed up to do 
what we know how to do 
and what the dogs know 
how to do. It’s worth every  
bit of sweat equity that we 
put into it...” 

– Andi Sutcliffe 
Handler of Search Dog Skye



SEARCH TEAM MILESTONES

2
SDF TEAMS  

CERTIFIED FOR  
THE FIRST TIME

16
VETERAN  

SDF TEAMS  
RE-CERTIFIED

69
SDF-TRAINED 

SEARCH TEAMS 
STOOD READY 

TO DEPLOY
Brent Brainard & Decker (CA-TF8)

San Diego Fire-Rescue  
Re-Certification: October 2017 

Recruited from Sioux Falls Area Humane Society 
Recruited by South Dakota Canine Center 

Guardians: Nancy Baumer; Kathleen Pierce 
Sponsor: Janet Eaton 
Named by Erik Nagy

Roxanne Bauman & Cole (UT-TF1)
Layton Fire 

Re-Certification: March 2017  
Recruited from El Dorado County Animal Services 

Recruited by Penny Woodruff 
Sponsors: Sallie Jo & Richard Massa 
Named by Carol & John Marengo 

Linda D’Orsi & Haley (CA-TF8) 
Chula Vista Fire  

Re-Certification: October 2017  
Donated by Nancy King 

Prep Home: Karen Klingberg 
Guardians: Nuelda & Russell Ames; Ruth Ann & Frank Simpson 

Sponsors: Janet & Greg Van Huisen;  
CFWC - Sierra Cahuenga District

Lee Culley & Tommy (UT-TF1) 
Civilian 

Re-Certification: November 2017  
Recruited from Los Banos Volunteers for Animals 

Recruited by Heidi Miller 
Sponsors: Jill Bee; Sean McGrath 

Named in memory of Tom McGrath

Dennis Clark & Rugby (CA-TF2)
Los Angeles County Fire 

Re-Certification: November 2017  
Donated by Penny Woodruff 

Guardians: Kari & David Eisenacher 
Sponsor: B & B Foundation 

Named by Debra Geiger & Eliot Crowley

All photos on pages 22, 23, and 24 by Susan Bollinger, Emily Fisk, Sharon Hanzelka, Sonja Heritage, Kate Horwick, Dave Lindee, Tony Panzica, Denise Sanders, and Lalita Segal

Search Team Linda D’Orsi & Haley train on a 
new site in their hometown of San Diego, CA 
during a SDF training team visit.
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SEARCH TEAM MILESTONES

Brian Girard & Keila (NY-TF2)
NYS Division of Homeland Security  

& Emergency Services  
Certification: June 2017  

Recruited from Brightside Animal Center 
Recruited by Kirsten Fulk  

Sponsor: The DeMartini Family 
Named by The DeMartini Family

Davis Doty & Jester (CA-TF5)
Orange County Fire Authority 

Re-Certification: March 2017  
Recruited from High Sierra Animal Rescue 

Recruited by Penny Woodruff 
Guardian: Martha Deming 

Sponsor: Nutro Products, Inc.

Eric Darling & Ben (PA-TF1)
Ridley Park Fire 

Re-Certification: January 2017  
Donated by Janet Eisen 

Guardians: Marina Bigongiari; Deborah Cornils;  
Jane Devlin; Cheri Rosche; Jan & Ted Rose 

Sponsor: Janet & Greg Van Huisen; Arc Aspicio

Sonja Heritage & Asta (CA-TF5) 
Civilian 

Re-Certification: April 2017 

Keri Grant & Tucker (TX-TF2)
McKinney Fire, Retired 
Re-Certification: June 2017  

Recruited from Yolo County Animal Services 
Guardians: Janet & Richard Schmidt 

Sponsors: Beth & Greg Apke

Frankie Grant & Merlin (UT-TF1)
Unified Fire Authority 
Certification: January 2017  

Recruited from Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Rescue  
Recruited by Elise Lalor 

Guardians: Joyce & Robert Wire  
Sponsors: Carol & John Marengo; Patricia Snyder

Steve McDonald & Lilly (NE-TF1) 
Civilian 

Re-Certification: April 2017  
Recruited from San Luis Obispo County Animal Shelter 

Recruited by Heidi Miller 
Sponsor: Julie Brandau Community Service Memorial Project

Search Team Davis Doty & Jester walk to 
the rubble pile during their Certification 
Evaluation in Riverside, CA in March 2017.



SEARCH TEAM MILESTONES

Andrew Pitcher & Chief (NE-TF1)
Civilian 

Re-Certification: April 2017   
Recruited from Roice Hurst Humane Society 
Guardian: Barbara Phelps; Michael Walker 

Sponsors: Lynn & Glenn Cardoso 
Named in memory of Chief Mike McGroarty

Laurel Pitman & Sonic (TX-TF2)
Dallas Fire-Rescue 

Re-Certification: June 2017  
Recruited from The Animal Foundation 

Guardians: Susan & Tom Ginnity 
Sponsors: Jill Bee; Janet & Greg Van Huisen;  

Katy Trail Animal Hospital 

Julie Padelford-Jansen & Ricochet (FL-TF2)
City of Miami Department of Fire-Rescue  

Re-Certification: October 2017 

Jason Vasquez & Ripley (CA-TF2) 
Los Angeles County Fire  

Re-Certification: November 2017  
Recruited from Sioux City Animal Adoption & Rescue Center 

Recruited by South Dakota Canine Center 
Guardians: Alexandra & Robert Ennis; Joan Risse 

Sponsor: Dr. Liz Fernandez  
Named by Steve Dowty

Andi Sutcliffe & Skye (TX-TF2)
Civilian 

Re-Certification: June 2017   
Recruited from Western Hills Humane Society 

Recruited by South Dakota Canine Center 
Guardians: Marikay Lindstrom & Bill Linder  

Sponsors: Herbert H. and Barbara C. Dow Foundation; 
Julie Brandau Community Service Memorial Project 

Named by Kellee Matthews

Madison Warner & Tanner (UT-TF1) 
Weber Fire District 

Re-Certification: March 2017  
Recruited from Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Rescue 

Recruited by Jamie Kitz 
Prep Home: Marty & Bill Wiggins 

Guardian: Juanita Gonzalez 
Named in honor of Steven Tanner Burhoe

Search Dog Skye is ready to go!
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RETIRED TEAMS

Rico
Years of Service 2009 - 2017 

Handler Marc Valentine  
 

Donated by Mary Deets

Salsa
Years of Service 2008 - 2017 

Handler Dane Yaw  
 

Recruited from Guide Dogs of America 
Puppy Raiser: Debra Murphy 

Guardians: Mary McClure; Meredith Vargo 
Sponsors: Brian, Connie, Peter & Martha Burri

Jagger
Years of Service 2008 - 2017 

Handler Jason Smith  
 

Recruited from Haven Humane Society 
Recruited by Laura Rathe 
Guardian: Sharon Barulli

Tanker
Years of Service 2012 - 2017 

Handler Gary Durian  
 

Donated by Adam Cooper 
Recruited by Lyz Gregory 
Guardian: Mary Parker 

Sponsors: Linda Heizer Seaman; Mars, Inc.

Sarge
Years of Service 2010 - 2017 

Handler Aide Barbat  
 

Recruited from Merced County Animal Shelter 
Recruited by Julia Ford 

Sponsors: The McGrath Family Foundation;  
The Julie Brandau Community Service  

Memorial Project

Taz
Years of Service 2008 - 2017 

Handler Mark Edwards  
 

Recruited from Humane Society of Del Norte 
Recruited by Laura Rathe 

Guardians: Deb & John Hartley; Sandra Sanders

All photos on pages 24 and 25 by Susan Bollinger, Kate Horwick, Mary Long, and Tony Panzica
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Search Team Dane Yaw & Salsa share a hug after a long 
day of searching with the SDF training team in Tulsa, OK.
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RAINBOW BRIDGE

BONNIE 
October 12, 2003 – November 17, 2017

Handler Bill Simmes

New York State Division of Homeland 
Security & Emergency Services Office 
of Fire Prevention & Control

New York Task Force 2

Donated by Becky Rutledge

Guardians: Cheryl & George Keohan; 
Robert Montgomery

Sponsors: Ryan Zanin;  
The Charles Lafitte Foundation

COMET 
July 4, 2003 – October 18, 2017 

Handler Michele Vaughn

Salinas Fire

California Task Force 4

Donated by Deresa Kenney

Prep Home: Charity Marshall

Guardian: Mary Severson

Sponsors: Averil Nero and the Pebble Beach 
Riding and Trails Association; Elinor Plumer

When a canine hero crosses the Rainbow Bridge, they 
may be done searching here with us but they will never 
be forgotten. 

At SDF’s National Training Center, every Search Dog is 
honored on our Canine Memorial Wall in a beautiful 
space meant for our Handlers, friends and family to 
reflect and remember those dogs who served our country 
and the world in the greatest times of need.

ELLIE 
August 4, 2004 – October 2, 2017

Handler Eric Hanzelka

Monterey County Regional Fire District

California Task Force 4

Donated by Roxanne Bohn

Prep Home: Mary Lippman

Guardians: Len Hanson; Jamie Kitz

Sponsor: Diane Wolcott

JAKERS 
February 2, 2004 – May 4, 2017

Handler Jeff Ivy

Sacramento Fire

California Task Force 7

Recruited from El Dorado County Animal 
Services

Guardian: Lynn Loacker

Sponsor: A Good Neighbor Foundation

KURA 
April 30, 2002 – April 21, 2017 

Handler Greg Gould

New York State Division of Homeland 
Security & Emergency Services Office of Fire 
Prevention & Control

New York Task Force 2

Recruited from Canine Companions for 
Independence

Sponsors: Nan Bush & Bruce Weber;  
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

MARSI 
July 19, 2003 – July 7, 2017 

Handler Jason Geary

New York State Division of Homeland 
Security & Emergency Services Office of Fire 
Prevention & Control

New York Task Force 2

Donated by John & Joy Doyle

Guardian: Janice Kozlowski

Sponsor: Young & Rubicam

All photos on pages 26 and 27 by Elliot Crowley, Sharon Hanzelka, Abbey Hull, and Karyn Newbill

Gone, but never forgotten...
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RAINBOW BRIDGE

TANKER 
October 8, 2006 – December 17, 2017

Handler Gary Durian

Los Angeles County Fire

California Task Force 2

Donated by Adam Cooper

Guardian: Mary Parker

Sponsors: Linda Heizer Seaman; Mars, Inc.

TAZ 
March 26, 2008 - September 9, 2017 

Handler Mark Edwards

Oklahoma City Fire

Oklahoma Task Force 1

Recruited from Humane Society of Del Norte

Guardians: Deb & John Hartley;  
Sandra Sanders

TRAPPER 
December 28, 2001 - June 22, 2017

Handler Marshia Hall

Temple Terrace Fire

Florida Task Force 4

Recruited from Guide Dogs of America

Puppy Raisers: Miguel Ola & Judi Gomez

Guardians: Joan Ambeault;  
Janice & Michael Torres 

Sponsors: Danielle & Jason Connor;  
The Allstate Foundation

May 1, 2017 

I wanted to write this letter to be passed  
on to the donors that donate and continue  
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SEARCH TEAM FUND

Search Dog Cajun in the caring hands of the staff at  
Ohana Pet Hospital.   Photo by Sylvia Stoney
Sear
OhaOha

In 2008, SDF created the Search Team Fund. The 
benefits program began with an initial offering of 
a Handlers’ Grant, but quickly grew to incorporate 
a Canine Healthcare Fund, dog food vouchers, and 
additional ways SDF could better assist our Handlers 
and Search Dogs. While the specific programs 
included in the Search Team Fund have changed 
through the years, the intent has always remained 
the same – to give SDF Search Teams the assistance 
they deserve so that Handlers never have to choose 
between caring for their canine partners and caring 
for their families. Ten years later, we proudly continue 
to offer these benefits, enabling teams throughout 
the country to stay focused on training and being 
ready for deployments when the time comes.

Petco Foundation  
Canine Cancer Fund

10 YEARS

OF PROVIDING LIFETIME BENEFITS
TO OUR SEARCH TEAMS!

The Petco Foundation Canine Cancer Fund was 
established in 2012 to provide funding for active 
and retired working canines in urban search and 
rescue, wilderness, human remains detection, 
military and police disciplines that have been 
diagnosed with any form of cancer. Partnering with 
the Petco Foundation and Blue Buffalo Company®, 
SDF administers this grant program and, in 2017, 
four working canines were helped with financial 
assistance through the Petco Foundation Canine 
Cancer Fund.

Metacam® 
It is difficult to keep a Search Dog resting when 
injury or old age prevent them from continuing the 
active lifestyle they have always known. Thanks to 
our longtime partnership with Boehringer-Ingelheim 
Vetmedia, Inc. (BIVI), the non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory medication Metacam® is available free-
of-charge to all SDF canines for relief from arthritis 
and pain stemming from certain soft tissue injuries, 
as prescribed by their veterinarians. 
We are grateful to our friends at 
BIVI for allowing our dogs of all 
ages to continue pain-free as they 
recover from an injury or enter their 
golden retirement years.

Canine Healthcare Fund 
SDF is committed to ensuring that every dog 
receives top-notch medical care from recruitment 
all the way through to retirement. In 2017, we 
covered veterinary expenses totaling $103,233 for 
our active and retired Search Dogs, including:

 
heartworm test, fecal test, urinalysis test, 
Rabies, DHLPP (or DHPP), Parvo/Coronavirus, 
Bordetella vaccinations, and blood work;

 
with the Petco Foundation Canine Cancer 
Fund);

Handlers’ Grant 
In addition to the ongoing support provided by our 
Training team, SDF also offers the Handlers’ Grant. 
Handlers can apply as individuals or training groups 
for grant money to improve their deployment 
readiness. In 2017, the SDF Handlers’ Grant 
Committee awarded 24 grants for travel to training 
workshops throughout the country, materials 
to build or improve shared training equipment 
at home, and training tools and resources that 
strengthened the skills of our Search Teams.

Search Dog Stella received funding for her treatment from the 
PFCCF and was able to return to full duty quickly. Just a few 
months after surgery, Stella and Handler Matt Kirk responded to 
the Montecito mudslides in January 2018, where they served for 
a week searching for survivors.  Photo by Camila Lemere

If you know of a working dog team  

that fits the PFCCF criteria above,  

please contact SDF Program Manager 

Kate Horwick at 

Kate@SearchDogFoundation.org  

for more information on how we can help.
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HANDLERS’ 

GRANTS  
TOTALING  

$13,988

73
ACTIVE & RETIRED 

SEARCH DOGS   
WHO RECEIVED 

HEALTHCARE  
SERVICES TOTALING 

$103,233

4
PETCO  

FOUNDATION 
CANINE CANCER 

FUND GRANTS 
TOTALING 
$23,444

12
CANINES  

RECEIVED 19  
PRESCRIPTIONS 

FROM  
BOEHRINGER- 

INGELHEIM  
VALUED AT  

APPROX. $19,000

Search Team Lee Culley & Tommy search the rubble during a 
Superfit Canine training workshop in Camp Atterbury, IN. 
Photo by Superfit Canine
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LIFETIME CARE
Once Rescued, These Dogs Will Never Need to be Rescued Again

SDF’s Lifetime Care program is our unwavering 
promise that every dog that enters our training 
program gets a wonderful life and never has to worry 
about re-entering the shelter system. Some of those 
that do not graduate from SDF are trained for another 
career like drug detection or companion dogs for 
military veterans suffering from PTSD. Others are 
destined to become beloved family pets, so SDF finds 

an adoptive family for each of these extraordinary 
animals and offers training and support to both 
canine and family.

In either case, whether changing careers or finding a 
loving home, SDF continues to stay in touch with the 
new handler or family and act as the dog’s advocate 
for life – making sure that he or she is receiving 
excellent care in a happy, healthy environment.

3
DOGS ENTERED  
OUR LIFETIME 

CARE PROGRAM

6
DOGS WERE 

GIVEN A NEW 
CAREER

program getts a wwonderful life anand nevever has to worry 
about re-entererining g the e shs elter syystemm. SoSomme of those
ththththhataatat d do not gradduauatet  froom m SDSDF F are ttraineedd ffor another
carererereerere  l likke e drdrd ugugugug deteectiionon or companion n dod gs for 
miililittaryy vettetterererreranananannns sss suuusus ffffffererererininining ggg frfrfrf omommm P P PPTSTSTSTSD.D.D O OO hthththerere s s ara e
ded stined to become bb bbelee oved f famamily y pepetss, , soso SSDFFD  fi finds 

canine and family.

In either casese, whether changing car
loving home, SDFF conontitinunuese  tto o sttststtayayayay ii i i
new handler or fammily yyyy annanannddd dd aact as thhe
for life – makinnnngg gg susurere t thahatt hehe or 
exe ceellene t caaaacacarrererre iin n a a hahappppy,y, hheaealtlthyhy en

In April 2017, an adorable Black Lab was picked up 
as a stray from the streets of Klamath Falls, Oregon. 
Virgil’s original owner had given him to a friend but 
the exuberant pup had escaped from the home and 
his new owner did not want to pay the impound fee. 
While playing in a yard with kennel staff, the Klamath 
Animal Shelter Director saw the energy and toy drive 
in Virgil that we look for in our Search Dogs and 
immediately called Kirsten Fulk, SDF’s Oregon-based 
Canine Recruiter.

After passing initial evaluation, Virgil began his 
Search Dog training at SDF’s National Training 
Center. For the first few weeks, Virgil enjoyed training 
and did well but it soon became clear that, while he 
enjoyed the play aspect of our training program, 
  he did not quite have the level of drive needed  
    to progress further in his learning. Knowing Virgil 
     still had a wonderful work ethic and enjoyed 
         having a job, SDF’s Trainers felt strongly that he 
           would be well-suited for another type of work.

        Our team contacted Julie Noyes, a Search  
          Dog Handler and Diabetic Alert Dog Trainer  
         based in Arvada, Colorado, and she was  
                   thrilled to have Virgil join her pack! Originally  
            named Weston, Virgil joined the roster with  
         the Ron & Vicki Santo Diabetic Alert Dog 
          Foundation and was renamed in honor of 

From Stray to Savior:  
Virgil’s Journey to Find his Purpose in Life

a former Chicago Cubs baseball player who was a 
friend of founder, Hall-of-Famer Ron Santo. After 
eight months of training, Virgil was ready to be 
partnered and begin his life of service. Little did we 
know, he would begin his work much sooner than 
anyone anticipated.

Julie passed the leash to Virgil’s new partner, an 
eight-year-old girl with diabetes and within five
minutes of their pairing, Virgil began to alert that 
the girl’s blood sugar levels were too high. She was 
able to be treated right away thanks to her new four-
legged best friend, Virgil, who now stays at her side 
every day.

SDF is so thankful for all who helped make Virgil’s 
journey possible – from the Klamath Animal Shelter 
to Julie Noyes and the Ron & Vicki Santo Diabetic 
Alert Dog Foundation. It takes a village to ensure 
dogs like Virgil find their purpose in life and we are 
so glad to have all of you as Part of the Search!

In 2018, SDF is proud to call our Lifetime 
Care program “Daisy’s Fund,” in honor 
of Daisy Link. A wonderful and loving 
companion to SDF supporter Nancy F. 
Link, Daisy embodied the extraordinary 
qualities that make dogs such a vital 
part of our lives, and exemplify the 
profound nature of the animal-human 
bond. A true canine hero to those that 
knew her, it is a fitting tribute to call this 
wonderful program “Daisy’s Fund” to 
pay homage to the canines that make 
our lives whole.

“I am so grateful for Virgil and the chance to give 
him a job. The Search Dog Foundation stands true 
to their beliefs about second chances, even if it did 
not work out for them. And now, Virgil is a life 
saver every day.” 

– Julie Noyes 
Diabetes Detection Trainer

Photos by Nancy F. Link and Julie Noyes
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CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
Young & Rubicam: Part of the Search for 16 years

When the towers of the World Trade Center fell on 
the morning of September 11, 2001, the world would 
never be the same for many Americans, including 
those involved in the field of Disaster Search. 13 SDF 
Search Teams answered the call to the collapsed 
buildings and searched for days trying to locate 
survivors left behind in the rubble. 

In the aftermath of the attacks, world-renowned 
advertising firm Young & Rubicam (Y&R) reached 
out to our small organization to help share SDF’s 
story and the critical importance of the work of our 

Search Dogs and their Handlers. In 2002, Y&R began 
a National Awareness Campaign to help keep SDF’s 
mission in the minds and hearts of people across 
the country.

The original “Pledge” ads, created and placed at no 
cost to SDF, stood out in the pages of publications 
like the Wall Street Journal, Time magazine and 
others. Over the years, as SDF has grown, Y&R has 

continued to show enduring support for our mission 
with several new ad campaigns that have helped 
the public discover and learn more about the work 
we do.

The partnership that has been forged over the last 
16 years between Y&R and SDF has been vital to our 
successes and growth as an organization, assuring 
our country has the resources necessary to save 
lives following disasters. We look forward to new 
endeavors with our friends at Y&R and are truly 
grateful that they continue to be Part of the Search.

www.yr.com
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I promise to be worth every cent of the $10,000 that it took to train me.

If you are ever trapped under a ton of rubble, I promise to sniff you out.

I promise to go about my work with a wagging tail, even when my paws get tired and sore.

I promise to ignore all other more fascinating smells and concentrate on the scent of live humans.

I promise never to give up.

THE PLEDGE

THE NATIONAL DISASTER SEARCH DOG FOUNDATIONSM

The most highly trained search and rescue dogs in the nation need your support.

To donate, call us at (888) 646-1242 or visit www.SearchDogsUSA.com

BE PART OF THE SEARCHSM

THE ROOKIE

THE NATIONAL DISASTER SEARCH DOG FOUNDATIONSM

It’s his first day. In a year’s time, after we’ve spent $10,000 training him, he’ll be ready. 

Maybe he’ll rescue somebody you love.  To donate, call us at (888) 646-1242 or visit www.SearchDogsUSA.com

BE PART OF THE SEARCHSM
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THE $10,000 DOG

THE NATIONAL DISASTER SEARCH DOG FOUNDATIONSM

The most highly trained search and rescue dogs in the nation need your support. 

To donate, call us at (888) 646-1242 or visit www.SearchDogsUSA.com

BE PART OF THE SEARCHSM
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PAWS:

Tough, but still get sore sometimes.
Can climb ladders

and virtually walk tightropes.

NOSE:

Trained to ignore all scents
but that of a live human being.

EYES:

Very expressive.
Can look very sad, or very happy.

Trained to interpret non-verbal directions.

EARS:

Listens to every word you say.
Understands and obeys 

dozens of verbal commands.
Wishes he could 

understand everything.

BARK:

Expressive. Urgent. And the most beautiful
sound in the world

if you’re caught beneath the rubble.

BACK:

Unbreakable.

TAIL:

Wags incessantly,
particularly when searching

for survivors.

NAME:

Buddy
HEART:

Big. Beautiful. Kind.
Doesn’t mind working overtime.

 

www.SearchDogFoundation.org (888) 4K9-HERO

Clockwise, from bottom: The three original 
print ads created by Y&R in 2002 to help SDF 
build awareness about the lifesaving work of 
Canine Disaster Search Teams; updated print 
ads created in July 2016, honoring veteran 
Search Dogs who have served our country; 
the “Chalkboard” ad that highlighted the 
importance of our training program in 2015.

F
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CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS
AT&T: Restoring Communication with Compassion in Disaster Zones

In the fall of 2017, SDF partnered with internationally-
distributed pet food company Pets Global to give our 
canines a Physiologically Tuned™ diet. Search Dog 
training begins on the inside with what we feed our 
canine athletes. Thanks to Pets Global providing 
its premium Zignature® limited-ingredient formula 
free-of-charge, SDF can ensure our Search Dogs in 
training are physically ready for their workouts. We 
also look forward to offering discounted Zignature® 

dog food options to our active Search Teams across 
the country in 2018.

www.zignature.com

ll ffh ff

Beginning in 2004, the AT&T Foundation has
provided unwavering support for SDF, donating over 
$562,000 in funds and sponsoring teams throughout 
the country. Our collaboration with the AT&T Network 
Disaster Recovery Program has allowed SDF to 
participate in 36 events across the nation to educate 
business and government officials on the importance 
of a quick response by Canine Disaster Search Teams, 
as well as the need for reliable communications 
following disasters. This combined educational 
opportunity has helped numerous communities 
better understand the resources available to them to 
assist in their recovery efforts – offering invaluable 
peace of mind when the unthinkable occurs.

www.corp.att.com/ndr

Zignature: Fueling Our Elite Canine Athletes During Training

At an AT&T sponsored demonstration in Houston, 
Texas: SDF-trained teams Andi Sutcliffe & Skye 
(above) and Laurel Pitman & Sonic (left).

Canine Care Specialist Jenn Mueller prepares 
a meal for our Canine Candidates at the NTC.

Photos on pages 30 and 31 by Kate Horwick, Kelly Morrison, Young & Rubicam, and Zignature®
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A NOTE OF THANKS
Our Success is a Direct Result of the Generous Support of Our 2017 Donors

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS THROUGH  
UNITED WAY 
Orange County’s United Way
State Employees’ Community Campaign 
 Indiana United Way
United Way of Greater Los Angeles
United Way of Central and Northeastern 
 Connecticut
United Way of Greater Portland
United Way of Northern New Jersey
United Way of Rhode Island

EMPLOYEE MATCHING GIFTS 
Allstate Giving Campaign - Virginia 
Altman Foundation 
Apple Inc.
Ascena Retail Group / Catherines 
 Corporate Office
AT&T United Way/Employee Giving 
 Campaign
Bank of America Matching Gifts
BMO Harris Bank
The Walt Disney Company Foundation
Exelon Corporation Constellation Energy 
 United Way Campaign
FLIR Systems
FM Global Foundation
Freddie Mac Employee Funds
GE Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
GooglersGive - Benevity
ECHO of Northrop Grumman Corporation
The Home Depot Foundation
IBM Employee Services Center
Just Give
Kaiser Permanente Community Giving 
 Campaign
Give with Liberty - Liberty Mutual 
 Insurance
Merck Partnership For Giving
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Motorola Solutions Foundation Matching 
 Gift Program
Netflix
Network for Good
News Corp Giving
O-Ongo, Inc.
Patagonia Corporate Matching
PayPal Giving Fund
Penguin Group (USA) LLC
PG&E - Campaign for the Community
The Pimco Foundation
The Progressive Insurance Foundation 
 Employee Giving Program
Prudential Foundation - Matching Gifts
SAP Matching Gift Program
Charles Schwab Foundation
TE Connectivity
Tesoro Foundation Inc.
United Health Group
Valero Wilmington Refinery
Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.
Wells Fargo Community Support 
 Campaign
WestAmerica Bank Matching  
 Gift Program
Wonderful Giving
YourCause, LLC 

FOUNDATIONS, COMPANIES &  
COMMUNITY GROUPS 
The Thomas C. Ackerman Foundation
ACR Foundation
AmazonSmile
The Adam F. and Judith H. Ambielli 
 Foundation
Anonymous Foundations
Arc Aspicio
Aronson Foundation
Aspiring Angels Foundation
AT&T
Avery Family Trust
B & B Foundation
The Baccash Family Foundation, Inc.
Barbourtown Foundation
Barr Charitable Foundation
The Douglas S. and Barbara J. Barrett 
 Family Foundation
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation
Sol and Margaret Berger Foundation
Berntson Porter & Company, PLLC
Beyond Reynosa Foundation
The Blue Oak Charitable Fund
The Boeing Company
Brent Street Family Practice Identity 
 Medical Group
Lewis D. Brounell Charitable Trust
Jane and Bill Browning Family Fund of 
 Communities Foundation of Texas
Patricia Duque Byrne Charitable 
 Foundation
CFWC - Alameda District
CFWC - Chatsworth Women’s Club
CFWC - Oak View Women’s Club
CFWC - Sierra Cahuenga District
CFWC - Sierra Cahuenga District
CFWC - Tierra Adorada District
CFWC - Town & Country Women’s Club 
 of Santa Barbara
CFWC - Woman’s Club of Arcadia
CFWC - Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos
CFWC Moorpark Women’s Fortnightly 
 Club
Channel Islands Veterinary Hospital, Inc.
Chardonnay Foundation
The William E. Chelew Foundation
Chipotle Mexican Grill
C & K Clark Family Foundation, Inc.
The Clark-Janis Foundation
Cogan Family Foundation
Faith Colish Fund at The New York 
 Community Trust
The James J. Colt Foundation
Combined Federal Campaign
Lori Cope Fund
Cosmic Picture - IMAX
Robert & Eleanor Demple Family 
 Foundation
DEW Foundation
Diani Building Corp.
Disney VoluntEARS Community Fund
Herbert H. and Barbara C. Dow 
 Foundation
Fred Charles Dresben Attorney at Law
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus  
 Foundation, Inc.
Joseph Drown Foundation
The Drueding Foundation
Duplicate Club 13
James and Ronnie Eacott Charitable Fund
Evans-Cockerline Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC
Fifth Age of Man Foundation
Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School
Forever Friends Golden Retriever Rescue
The Mary Alice Fortin Foundation
Robert E. Fraser Foundation
William & Winifred Freeman Foundation
Ethel Frends Foundation
Frog Crossing Foundation, Inc.
FT Cares Foundation
Christen C. & Ben H. Garrett Family 
 Foundation
E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation
GFWC- Dunwoody Woman’s Club
GFWC IFC Women in Action
GFWC- Junior Woman’s Club of 
 Muhlenberg

Giant Steps Foundation
Thornton S. Glide, Jr. and Katrina D. Glide 
 Foundation
Granada Hills Woman’s Club
William Kelly & Anna Margaretta Gregory 
 Charitable Foundation
William H. Hannon Foundation
Thelma & Thomas Hart Foundation
Hinricher, Douglas & Porter LLP
Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trusts
I-5 Publishing, LLC
Rex and Nelle Jackson Foundation
Eric Javits Family Foundation
The JoyVel Charitable Fund
Kirkpatrick Foundation
The Kleiner Cohen Foundation
Faith & James Knight Foundation
The Koranda Family Foundation
La Crescenta Woman’s Club
Lakeside Foundation
Las Posas Veterinary Medical Center
Brad Lemons Foundation
Michael J. and Patricia Levitt Family 
 Charitable Foundation
The Lillis Foundation
Lilly’s Gift Foundation
The Nancy F. Link Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Maddie’s Fund
Mars, Inc.
Mathewson Charitable Lead Trusts
Matthews Family Foundation
MBD & JFD Foundation
The Harold McAlister Charitable 
 Foundation
Montecito Bank & Trust
MWS Wire Industries, Inc.
Nahikian Family Foundation
National Philanthropic Trust
Newman’s Own Foundation
Laura J. Niles Foundation, Inc.
The J. Robert Nonemaker Foundation  
 for Small Animals
Ojai Community Bank
Ojai Valley Retired Men’s Club
Oneida Total Integrated Enterprises
Paws Up Foundation
Pebble Beach Riding and Trails 
 Association
Stella & Arthur Pepper Foundation
Petco Foundation
The Rachael Ray Foundation
Ralphs Grocery Company
Ramsay Family Foundation
The Raynie Foundation
Red Oak Foundation
Donald A. Rhoades Family Foundation
Rickard Family Foundation
The Riehm Family Foundation
Rim Road Animal Hospital
Ritchie-Kirk Foundation
The Rogers Foundation
Rohauer Collection Foundation, Inc.
Grace Ford Salvatori Foundation
Scaife Family Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
The See Foundation
Shenandoah Foundation
The Shilling Family Foundation
Shiloh Foundation
Signs of Success, Inc
Lon V. Smith Foundation
The Spark Fund
Taube Family Foundation
Torrance Woman’s Club
Trader Joe’s
Tres Chicas
Uvas Foundation
vanKerkhoven Family Fund
VCA East Mill Plain Animal  
 Hospital #546
Ventura Rental Party Center Inc.
Waller Design
The Tracy Webb Memorial  
 Foundation
The Weiler Foundation
Weist Foundation
The WRG Foundation
Zapparelli’s Pizzeria
The Dorothy Zimmerman  
 Charitable Trust

INDIVIDUALS 
Peggy Aaron
Karen Abbene
Hollis Abbott
Laurie Abbott
Rachel Abdel
David Abderhalden
Lori Aberg
Rachel Abeshouse
John Abramski and Barb
Susan Abughazaleh
Joanne Adamis
Audrey Adams
Darlyn Adams
Joanna Adams
John Adams
Kelly Adams
Maverick Adams
Patty Adams
Richard Adams
Linda Adinolfi
Regina Adinolfi
Arlene Agree
Jeanetta Aguirre
Leo Ahearn
Iris Ahronowitz
Janine Albaugh
Kathryn Albee
Mark Albert
Sharon Albert
Allison Albrecht
Sibylle Aldrich
Diane Aldridge
Marsha Alexander
Wendy Alexander
Diana Alexis
Caitlin Alfaro
Deborah Lee Alfassa
Steve Allan
Ali Allen
Ann Allen
Barbara Allen
Melissa Allen
Monique Allen
Valerie Allen
Allison and Erwin Allman
Andrea Altieri
Norman and Stephanie Altman
Steven Altman
Stephanie Alvarez-De la Rosa
Scotia and Roger Alves
Laura Ambrosino
Russell Ames
Janet and Sylvan Amesbury
Patti Amesbury
Alyssa Ames-Sikora
Sally Jane Amoroso
Leah and Anthony Amurgis
Joyce Andersen
Earl and Barbara Anderson
Ann Anderson
Bruce Anderson
Thelma Anderson
Ferne Andre
Kurt Andress
Kathleen and Bruce Andrew

Karen Andrews
Lisa and James Andrus
Mary Ann Andruscavage
Anonymous Donor
Steve and Susan Anthony
Susan Anthony
Sharon Antonucci
Anthony Apodaca
Dori Appel
M.E. Appleman
Timothy and Barbara Arbizo
Martin Archambeault
Bonnie Archer
Cliff Archer
Reba and Abbe Architzel
Laura Arellano
Jody and Rich Arens
Joyce Arestad
Ja Arezzi
Crystal Arloff
Jake Armendariz
Eleanor Armstead
William and Iris Arnold
Brian Arnold
Fay Arnold
Janice Arnold
Linda Arquero
Theresa Arteaga
Frances Arthur
Janet Artman
Margaret Ash
Janet and Lesley Atchley
Donna Atwood
Helen Auerbach
Peggy Augustus
Kathy and Jim Austin
Jayne Austin
Elizabeth Austin
Sally Austin
Janet Autenrieth
Arra Avakian
Hanaa and Rabi Ayash
Elena Baca
David Baccus
Shari Bach
Anita Bacon
Kathryn Bader
Ken and Tammy Bagchi
Gloria Bagnani
Suzanne Bail
Catherine and Harold Bailey
Elizabeth Bailey
Elizabeth Bailey
Suellen Bailey
Lorraine Bailin and Carmen Swager
Bonnie Bakalar
Christina Baker
Michelle Baker
Gloria Balcom
Janita Balcom
Judith Balisciano
Carol Ballantyne
Lois Ballew
Gail Ballinger and Jim Rich
Tracy Baltutat
Kerry Bamrick
Jerry Banahan
Mike Bantuveris and Jo Anna Bashforth
Robert Baracz
Nancy Barajas
Barbara Baratta
Eva Barberi
John Bardin
Philip Barie, MD
Naomi Barksdale
Joann Barle
John Barletta
Mimi Barnes
Janet Barnett
Lynn Barnett
Gary and Kate Barnhart
Barbara Barnhart
Raylene Baron
Diane Barrett
Frederick Barrett
John Barrickman and Christine Corso
Sally Bartels
Marie Bartos
Gordon Basichis
Judee Bass
Linda Bass
Nancy Bates
Mary Jo Bateson
Linda Battalora
Nona Bauer
Nancy Bauerle
Roxanne Bauman
Eve Baumeister
Nancy Baumer
Michael and Cheri Lynn Baumgarten
Sandra Baxter
Nancy Bayer
Lucille and Richard Bayne
Ruth and Dave Bear
Susan Beard
Loy and John Beardsmore
Beverly Beatham
Christine Beaty
Elizabeth and Timm Bechter
Suzan and William Beck
E. Peter Becker
Renee Becker
Gregory Beckmann
Ruth Beckner
Beverly Beckwith
Robert Bedell
Karen and Gary Bednorz
Jill Bee
Colleen Begley
Glynn Behmen
Maria and Dr. Norman Bein
Judy and Carl Bell
Sylvia Bella
Bruce Bellile
Brent Bellm
Louis Bellotti
Vivian Belsky
Janan Benabud
Marilyn Benande and Jacqulyn Emerson
Mary Bender-Arteaga
Patrick and Barbara Benedict
Lisa Benish
Jen Benjamin
Jeff and Dee Bennett
Thomas Bennett
Andrea Benson
Barbara Benson
Katie Benson
Tracy Benson
Betty Berek
Carolyn Berenson
Alice and Steve Berg
Nanci Denney Bergin 
Linda Bergman
Jonah Bergstein
Arthur and Leslie Bermel
Rafael Bernardino
John Berney
Dorothy Berns
Igor Bernstein
Ed Bernstein
MaryAnne and Ed Berrigan
Carol Berry
Palmer Berry
Roseann Betchik
Marcia Bettigole
Janet Betz
Ron Bevacqua
MaryGale Beyer
Judy Bianchi

Fredric and Lynn Bickle
Barbara and Gary Bickmore
Marsha Biggs
James Bilderback
Carolyn Bingham
Bonnie Binzer
Suzanne Birdsall
Carol Birzer
Nancy Bischoff
Russell and Maureen Bishop
Robert Bishop
Alison Bisnauth
Bonnie and Val Bisoglio
Brenda Bittermann
Sarah Bivens
Lucinda Black
Sharon Black
John Blackburn
Andrea Blair
Jean Blair
Kathleen Blair
Howard Blakeslee
Virginia Blanchard
Cynthia Bledsoe
Nelva Bledsoe
Dr. Cindy Blifeld
David Bliss
Paula and Ralph Block
Sherri Block
J.B. Blue
Michael Blum
Cynthia Bobko and Kathy Harrington
Kay Bodis
Joan and John Bodoh
Rosemary Boecher
Patricia Boelte
Brian Boespflug
Jim Boggeri
Nadia Bogue
Donna and Bill Boivin
Joanne Bollhofer-White
Susan Bollinger
Ruth and Joseph Bollo
Kent Bonde
Patricia Bonilla
Courtney and James Boone
Nancy Boostrom
Maryann and Ron Borgon
Amanda Borr
Kitty Boso
Susan Boster
Michele Botts
Ms. June Bourgeois and Ms. Kaye Gulen
Sarah Bowen
Anita Bowles
Kathy Boyd
LuAna and Ricky Boykins
Laurie Bradshaw and Bryan Bear
Zay and Betty Brand
David Brandon
Andrea and Mark Branzell
Carol Bratlien
Henry and Sandra Brawner
Suzanna Bray
Mike Breidegam
Fred and Susan Breidenbach
Mary Brennan
Patricia Brennan
Janet Brennecke
Tracie Bresnahan
Jason Brewer
Jolynn Bricker
Marnie Briggs
Angie Bright
Herbert Briscoe
Constance Britton
Joseph Broday
Norma Brodsky
Ann Brody Cove and Larry Cove
Joanna Brookes
Betty and Ernest Brooks
Karen Brooks
George Broome
Ronald Broquet
Linda Brott
Mildred Brown and Robert Salmons
Vicki and Leryl Brown
Evelyn and Ray Brown
Mary Beth and Richard Brown
Elaine and Thomas Brown
Annie Brown
Dahla Brown
Ellen Brown
Marlene Brown
Melanie Brown
Miho Brown
Sharon Brown
Gloria Browne
Alicia Brown-Matthes and  
 William Matthes
Lyla Bruce
Jennifer Bruehl
Donna Bruner
Cynthia Bruno
Carlene Bryan
Richard and Lois Bryant
William and Barbara Buchanan
Cyndi and Cary Bucko
Susan Buckwald
Sara Budzyn
Debra Bullock
Deanna Bunce
Robert Bunting
Marija Burazer
Stephanie Burch
Robert and Robin Burg
Kathi and Timothy Burg
Lance and Katharine Burgess
Mary Burgess
Dody Burkey
Jill Burmahl
Fredrick and Drusilla Burrell
Linda and Robert Busek
Robert Bush
Doris Busloff
Kate Bussey
Janis Butcher
Robert and Sallie Butler
Mary Butler
Shea Butler
Kathy Butterfield
Peggy Butwin
Rene Byington
Jami and Michael Byrd
Kelsie Byrd
Deborah Byrd
Matthew and Kathryn Caccamo
Dora and Edgar Caceres
Melanie Cahanes
Morrie and Donna Cain
Jerome Cain
Patrice Caito
Diane Cajka
Lori Calabrese
Shar Calder
Diane and Chris Calkins
Vicki Callaway
John and Diana Callery
Paul Cammarata
Teresa Campa
David Campbell
David Campbell
Edythe Campbell
Karen Campbell
Lynn Campbell
Teri Campbell
Christy Cannariato
Barbara Cannon
M Cannon
Sharon Cannon

Darlene Corbett
Ed Cornell
Jason Cornell
Patricia and James Correll
Joseph Correro
Tim and Shirley Corriea
Anne Corry
Joyce Cossin
Mary and Larry Costello
EJ Cotran
Maureen Cotter
Robyn and Christopher Couillard
Kathryn Courain
Lunn and Tildon Courson
Laurence Cove
Susan Covington
Alexander Cox
Donna Cox
Janet Crabb
Leslie Craft
Sally Crandall and Blaine Clifton
Tracy Crandall
Beth Crandell
Phyllis Crane
Lorie Cribbs
Mary Crichton
Veronica Cristiana
Julie Croker
Trish Cronin
Patricia Crosthwait
Diana Maria Crothers
Penelope Crotty
Ronald and Cynthia Crouse
Barbara and Darrel Crowder
Patricia and Mary Crowe
Linda Croxson and Philip Ward
Jane Crue
Marguerite Crum
Cynthia Crumlish
Cristina Cruz
Lynne Cueto
Janis Cuevas
Patricia Cullen
Lee Culley
Patricia Cullmer
Nancy Cummings
Lora Cummins
Diane Cunningham
Vincent Cupo
Louisa Curley
Richard and Sharon Current
Frances Current
Mike Curry
Patricia Cushman
Lesley Cusick
June Cuthbert
Eric Cutler
Catherine Czaicki
Katalin Czukor
Antoinette Daab
Jane Daffner
Marilyn Daggett
David Dahlin
Carol and Paul Dahlmann
Jennifer D’Alessandro
Cheryl Dalton
Marcia Dalton
Susan Dalton
Liz Damas
Janet and John Damhorst
Karen D’Amico
Douglas Dancer
Anne Dancy
Mary Daniel
Joyce and Howard Daniels
Judy Daniels
Michelle Danielson
Lorraine Darney
Jill Daugherty
Tony and Talia D’Aurio
Lori Davenport
Jon Davidson
Judith and Thomas Davies
Mrs. William Davies
James and Trey Davis
Leonard and Virginia Davis
Donald and Wendy Davis
Diana Davis
Ayla Davis
Betsy Davis
Deborah Davis
Edwina Davis
Elaine Davis
Francina Davis
Jeanne Davis
Nancy Davis
Richard Davison
Adriana Dawless
Kendra Dawson and Dale Dawson
Linda Day
Bain and Evelyn Dayman
Anne De Boeser
Margo de Camp and David Marietta
Vivian and Peter De Kok
Alexandra De Maio
Isabel De Mula and Elsa Necchi
Jeannette de Vries
Judie Deakins
Wendy Deaton
Becky Debroux
Mandy DeHate
Judith Dehay
Margaret Dehlin
Kathleen Dehm
Debbie Deichler
Ed and Rosemary Del Vecchio
Anthony and Lynne Deltuva
Randi Deluga
Lucille DeMeis
Martha Deming
Jackie DeMoor
Maria Denaro
Mary and Thomas Dene Zajdel
R. Dante and Karen Denne
Michael and Maxine Denniston
Art & Roberta Denny
Lynn Depont
Kathy Depperman
Al Deroy
Lynn Desautels
Margaret DeShon
Anthony and Christine DeStefano
Joanne Deutchman
Leticia DeValliere
Jane Devlin
Lishka DeVoss
Mary and Joel Deweese
Tanya Dewert
Made Dewi
Harland DeWitt
Mary DeWitt
Patricia Diamond
Nicole Diaz-Ordaz
Leeanna Dick
Susan and Roger Dickens
Vicki Dickerson
Ann and Michael Didonna
Devon Diedrich
John Dierolf
Gisela Diez
Patricia DiGeronimo
Carol Dildine
Christine Dillahunt
Kim Dillingham
Richard Dillon
Mike and Doy DiNardo
Nancy DiPaolo
Mr & Mrs DiPerna
Mary DiPietro
Ann Disney

Caley Cantrell
Armand Canyon
Wendy Capelin
Mike and Sandy Capes
Edmund Caplicki
Bernard and Mary Capuano
Donald Caputo
Joyce and Alex Carasa
R Carden
James Carleton
Barbara Carlisle
Diane Carlson
Janet Carlson
Michelle Carlson
Barbara Carmichael
Ann Carneros
Carlos and Kathleen Carney
F Carpenter
Gail Carpiniello
Iris Carr
Barbara Carrellas
Ellen Carrico
Maureen Carrig
Carol Carter
Patricia Carter
Rebecca Carter
Donick Cary
John and Tali Casey
Jane Casey
Deborah Cass
Catherine Castaldo
Sandi Casterline
Anita Castiglione
Stephen Castle
Arlene and Richard Castro
Ruby Castro
Jay Casuba
Jacqueline Catena
Ann Catts
Judy Cauchon
Harry Ceasar
Mark Centra
Justin Cepelak
Julie Cerasulo
Debra Cervenka
Kayann Cervola
Carol Cerwin
Mary Jane Chabot
Megan Challinor
Janet Chamberlain
Michael and Cynthia Chambers
John Chamra
Chris Chan
Diane Chandler
Hung Chang
Kellie Chang
Simon Chang
Victoria Chase
Warren Chave and Patricia Hurn
Barbara Cheever
Ila Chegwidden
Mary Chelton
Eugene Cheng
Polly Cheung
Bonny and Ian Chick
Tracey Chin
Ellen Chin
Jenefer Chin
Mabel Chin
Jane and Randall Ching
Carol Ching
Mila Ching
Ann Choi
Marie Choi
Janice Christ
Sheila and Scott Christensen
Susan and William Christianson
Diane Christopher
Esther Chudnofsky
Richard and Nancy Chumney
James Chupella
Robert Chura
Toni Church
Cynthia Churchfield
Sue Ciccia
Patrick Ciminera
Sheila and John Cipriano
Susan Cirigliano
Neal Citro
Marcia and Ronald Citta
Phyllis Claassen and Phil Bromund
Cathy Clancy
Lizette Clark
Barbara Clark
Debbi Clark
Kenneth Clark
Kim Clark
Laura Clark
Rich Clark
Sue Clark
Lisa Clarke-Koehrsen and Craig Koehrsen
Antonelli Clat
John Clausen
Therese Claussen
Denyse Clay
Dog Clean
Heather Cleary
Roger Cleaves
John and Genevieve Cleveland
Lindsay and Trapper Cleverly
Catherine Clifton
Patricia Clifton
Austin and Sharon Cline
Shelly Clinton
Ann Close
Sharon Closson
Dorothy Clune
Lynda Coble
Tari Cody
Janis Coe
Todd and Danielle Cohen
Michael and Reina Cohen
Morton Cohen
Patricia Colbert
Margaret Colby
Randy and Nancy Coleman
Jim Coleman
Kathleen Coleman
Pamela Coleman
Ed and Diane Collins
Janet Collins
Patricia Collins
Susan Collins
Sylvia Collins
Stephanie Colman
Geraldine Colombraro
Kathleen and Patrick Colton
Joe Colunga
Christine Compala
Rozalie Compala
Rhonda Compton
Kathleen and Ricky Connaughton
Annette Connell
Anne Marie Conner
Judith Connolly
Danielle and Jason Connor
Aileen Connor
Mary Conrad
John Contrady
Linda Coogan
James Cook
Joseph Cook
Judith Cook
Susan Cooke
Ann Cooluris
Bridget and Richard Cooper
Christopher Cooper
Cynthia Cooper
Jessica Cooper
Marcia Cooper

We are deeply grateful to the individuals, foundations, community groups and companies that contributed to SDF during our fiscal year, from 
October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017. Your gifts make our work possible, and we are so glad to have you all as partners in the Search! 

Jessica Dixon
Norma Dobrowolski
Virginia Dodge
Richard Dodman
Amy Doerner
Chris Doerr
Lynne Doherty and Helen Allen
Ted Dolan
Steve Dolezal
Janet Donahue
Wendel Donoghue
Cyndy Donohue
Renee Donovan
Maybelle Dore
Lydia Dorothy
Linda D’Orsi
Marianne Douglas
Marion Douglas
Patricia Dowell
Andrea Dowling
Dorothy Downer
Robert and Mercedes Doyle
Stephen Doyle
Elaine Doyle
Jane Doyle
M.C. Drake
Hans Dramm
Tanya Drawer
Madeleine Drew
Patricia Driscoll
Elaine and Robert Druckenmiller
Melissa Drumm
Lynn Drury
Georgianne and Gary Duback
Susanne Dubois
Daniel and Lisa Dudley
Kim Duff
Julie Duffy
Cherie Dugas
Tanya Duke
Heidi Dulaney
Gale DuLude
Merrily Duncan
Lorraine Duncan
Diane Dunford
Julie Dunlop
Susan and Donald Durance
Cathy and Matt Durbin
Katherine Durfee
Lara and Matthew Durgavich
Toni Durham
Pamela Durkee
Lillian Chou Dwight and Marisia Chou
Cheryl Dwyer
Bryan and Nancy Eans
Terry Lynn and Raymond Eargle
David Earnhardt
Nicole Eastly
Margaret and Donald Eastman
Jane Eaton
Janet Eaton
Michelle Eaton
Lindsey Eberman
Judith Eckel
Dennis Eckels
Patricia Eddy
Alice Edge
Rose Edgerly
Michael Edleson
Patrick Edmonds
Carl and Anne Edmund
Ginger Edmunds
Deanne Edridge
Naomi and Gary Edwards
Deborah Edwards
Marla and Timothy Egan
Rita Egan
Earl and Ingrid Egner
Roberta Ehlers
Ruth Gayle Ehlers
Trudy Ehrlich
Norma Eigles
Kari and David Eisenacher
Anna Liza Ejercito
Barrett and Leslie Eldridge
John Elliott
Virginia Elliott
Susan and Mike Ellis
Maureen Ellis
Rachael Ellis
Robert Ellwood
Deborah Elmendorf
Kathleen Elwood
George Ely
Michael and Gayle Emen
Mark Emery
Norman Emge
Midori Endo
Alice Eng
Deborah Engelhard
Lynn Engelman
Theodore England and Annette Okamura
Mary English
Alexandra and Robert Ennis
Alison Epperson
Janet Erickson
Maureen Erickson
Paul Erickson
Nancy and Dave Erskine
Francine Esposito
Scott Estelle
Dixie Estes
Melody Euchman
Randy Evangelista
Suzanne and Stefan Evanoff
William Evans
Pamela and Howard Evers
Donna Eversole
Leah and Kip Evert-Burks
Donna Ezrati and Nelso Benn
Patricia Fabian
Robert Fagan
Donna Fagen
Stella Fairris
Mary Jane Falcone
Cynthia Fallgren
Carmine Fantasia
Doreen Farina
Barbara Farish
Tara Farkash
Steven Farquharson
Sharon Farrar
Joanne Farrell
Blair Farwell
Marty Fast
Diana Faulhaber
Jeanette and Wayne Faulkner
Michele and Peter Faulkner
Susan Favreau
Louanne and Kenneth Fay
Karen Fay
Elizabeth Fazio
Eileen Fazzini
Chris Fedor
Linda Feightner
Beth Feingold
Cheryl Feinman
Peggy and Roger Feirstine
Harry Feldman
Lola Felix
Joseph Fell
Carol Fenbers
Enrifelia Feng
Yvonne Fenner
Sharon Ferguson
Liz Fernandez
Jean Ferrell
Heidi Ferrer
Elizabeth Ferro
Michele Ferro

We sincerely apologize if we missed anyone and ask that any oversight be brought to the attention of the Development Office.
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A NOTE OF THANKS
Lesley and Charles Fetterman
Joshua and Karen Feuer
Joan and Jerry Field
Michael Fields
Steven Fields
Mary Fietz
Bill Fife
Debbie and Jack Figueiras
Isabella Figueroa
Naomi Figueroa
Virginia Figura
John Fildes
James Finch
Peggie Ann Findlay and Steven Bush
Ilene Fine and Jay Pomerance
Phyllis Fine
Mary Finley
Sandra Finn
Casey Finneran
Andrea Finnerty
Jeffrey Fischer
Doug Fischer
Emily Fischer
Marsha Fischer
Diana Fisher
Patricia Fisher
S E Fisher
Janet Fishman
Cate Fitt
Susan Fitzgerald
Ann Fitzsimmons
Joan Fiumefreddo
Sandy Flanagan
Barbara Flanigan
Rebecca Fleischhauer
Charlotte Fleisher
Mary Fleming
Perry and Donna Flint
Scott Florance
Virginia and Jose Flores
Dolores Flores
Josh Flores
Claire Flowers
Joan and Stephen Flynn
Clara Folk
Mr. & Mrs. A.L. Foote
Martha Ford
Roberta Foreman
Marcia Forsblad
Melvin Fortes
Diane and Austin Foster
Laurie and Gregg Foster
Robert and Cheryl Fox
Chesca Fox
Donna Foy
Mary Louise Foy
Mary and Greg Frain
Vita Franco
Philip Frandler
Ann Frank
Anthony Frank
Vivienne Frankel
Evans Frankenheimer
Ed Frascino
Robert Fraser
Diane Freedman
Judith Freeland
Clyde and Diana Freeman
Robert and Monica Freeman
Carolee and Richard Freer
Anne and Barbara Freid
Pat and Paul Frenier
Nancy Frensley
Catherine Frenzel and Robin Serna
Patti Freyschlag
Vianey Frias
Donna Friebert
Wendy and Hal Friedman
Judy and Harry Friedman
The Lois and Al Friedman Family
Lora Friedman
Michael Friedman
Yolande Frommer
Catherine and Jack Frost
Carol Frost
Keith Frost
Rey Frutos
Cynthia Fry
Keith Fuggles
Charles Fuhrmeister
Agnes Fukumoto
Judy Fukunaga
Cathy Fulk
Denise and Bruce Funk
Georgia Funsten
Janet Furey
Lenore Furman
William Furmanski
Guy and June Gable
Chris Gabrielsen
Judith Gaess
Ken Gagne
Karen Gallagher
Terry Gallagher
Lupe Gallardo
Kimberley Gallatin
Chris Galloway
The Joel and Dena Gambord Family
Mikiko Gamo
Laura Gantt
Victor Garcia
Nancy and William Gardiner
Margaret and Charles Garefino
Eric Garges
Hazel Garland
Mary Garneau Cohen
Marleta and Bob Garner
Karen Garra
Kelley Garrett
Steve and Susan Garrity
Laura Garven
Richard and Karen Garver
Joanne Gates
Dylan Gaudet
Laurin Gaudinier
Janeen Gaul
Jeanne Gavrin
Warren Gay
Susan Gayford
Margie Gayley
John Gaylord
Yvonne Gaylord
Allyn Gazzarine
Alan Geddes
John Gediek
Edwin and Rita Gee
Kelly Geer
Barbara Geist-Deckert
Jacob Geller
Jack and Stacey Gelman
Beverly Gemello
Linda and Charles George
Brian George
Edward George
Kimberly and Mark Gerber
Margaret Gerblick
Laurie Germain
Barbara Gerrity
Mary and James Gesmer
Ann and Joseph Gessler
Gloria Gessler
Drs. Manny and Ritu Ghumman
John Giannotti
Linda and Neal Gibbons
William Gibbs
Deborah Gibson
Eric Gibson
Julie Gibson
Maryanne Gibson
Carrie and Ryan Gifford
Bruce and Reiko Giffords
Walter Gilbert
Anders and Kristine Gilchrist
L. Gildermaster
Jennifer Gill
Susanne Gillatt
Paul Gillespie
Debbie Gilley
Ryan Gilley
Nancy Gilliland
Phyllis Gillis
Bob Gillmett
Geraldine Gilmore
Bonnie Gilson
Ray Gimmeson
Tom and Susan Ginnity
Nicole Ginsberg
Jenna Giordano
Brian and Teresa Girard

Gay Givens
Sally Glaes
Antonia Glasse
Bobbie Glenewinkel
Shirley Glenn
Harriet and Richard Glickman
Carrie and Rob Glicksteen
Molly Gmyrek
Robert and Debra Gnuse
Tara Goddard
Victoria Goddard
Jessica Godfrey
Anissa Goehring
Judith Gold
Phillip Gold
Gloria and Daniel Goldberg
Susan Goldberg
Susan Goldberg
Elaine Goldman
Honi Goldman
Bonnie and Gary Goldsmith
Katlyn Goldwood
Jeanette Goluska
Judi Gomez and Miguel Ola
Juanita Gonzalez
Maureen Gonzalez
Don and Justine Good
Kathleen Good
Jayme Goodale
Richard and Mariko Gooden
Laura Goodhand
Fern Goodhart
David Gooding
Louise Gooding
Sandra and Frank Goodwyn
Joseph Gordon and Mark Bauer
Jane and Brian Gordon
Jonathan Gordon
Ajit Gore
Andrea Gore
Cynthia Gorman
Patricia Ann Gorman
Barbara Goss
Raymond Gosselin
Sharon and Tom Graham
John Graves
Ramona Graves
Eric and Donna Gray
Ann Gray
David Gray
Ellen and Philip Grecco
H. Green
Kathleen Green
Marilyn Green
Sally Green
Karen Greenaway
Peter and Susan Greenbaum
Paul and Pamela Greenberg
Joan Greenberg
Lisa Greenberg
Lisa Greene
Vianne Greene
Larry Greenwald
Jill and Bob Gregorchuk
Kathy and Jason Gregory
Tammy and Scott Gregory
Lyz Gregory
Karen and Joe Greulich
Lynn Griffin
Alice Griggs
John and Lynn Grillo
Gail and Houston Grimm
Dina Grimm
Mary Grindal
Lee Griner
Judith Griswold
James Groenke
Donna Lee Grondziowski
Sue and Mike Groscup
Dr. Mary Margaret Gross
Richard Grotch
Melanie and Martin Grune
Darlene Gruszka
Andrew Grzywa
Susan Guardino
Carlos Gubbins
Marian Guerrero
Ruby Guerrero-Hoffman
Susan Guest
Barbara Guffey
Kathy and Mark Guidry
Stephanie Guinn
Melissa and David Gum
Margaret Gump
Gwyneth Gundersen
Caroline Gurkweitz
Lisa Gurley
Jamie Gutfreund
Alex Guthrie
Frances Guyton
Carol Gwilt
Andrew Gyarfas
Donna Haar
Carol Hague
Charles Hahn
Susan and Tony Haight
Deborah Haines
Marina Hair
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Naftali Haiya
Natalie and Lonnie Hakker
F. Joseph and Joani Halcomb
John Hale
Jean and Thomas Haley
Michelle Halko
Karen and John Hall
Becky and Kirby Hall
Myra Hall
Sue Hall
Devra Hall Levy
Joe Hallen
Cynthia Halley
Susan and John Halloran
Geri Halma
Barbara Hals
Cassandra Hamernick
Sarah and David Hamilton
Beth Hamilton
Jay Hamilton
Christina Hamlett
Dottie Hammel
Keith Hammer
Avanna Hammon
Linda and Arno Hanel
Christopher and Nicole Haney
Cathy and Sean Hanlon
Kelly Hanna
John Hannon
Kathleen Hannon
Brad Hanpeter
Janice Hansen
Jack Hanson
Sally Hanson
Michele and Geoff Hantke-Jones
Linda Haque
Sandra Haras
Jan Harding
Donnie Hardison
Mary and John Hardoin
Lori and Ken Harges
Carol Harkness
C. Harmeyer
David Harp
Susan Harr
Hardeep Harrian
Harriet and Neil Harrington
Nancy Harrington
Anne and Perry Harris
William Harris
Gigi Harris
Melanie Harris
Shelah Harris
Joan Harroun
Mavourneen Harshman
Barbara Hart
Sue Hart
Stuart Hartley
Eric and Linda Hartman
Edward and Marolyn Hartman
Elizabeth Hartman
Lisa Hartman
Lucinda Harton
VJ Hartsell
Richard Hartzell
Robin Haruna
Sarah Harvey
Eric and Julie Haslam
Melva Hatchard and Gale Petrich
Tina Haubert

Steve Hausz
Loretta and Paul Hawblitzel
George Hawking
Karen and Craig Hawkins
Martha Hawkins
Alicia Haworth
Marnie Haworth
Patty Haworth
Jason and Autumn Hayner
Autumn Hayner
George Haynes and Bay Hallowell
Elizabeth Hayt
Angela Heard
Cari Hearn
MaryLou and Arnie Heath
Patricia Hedrick
Kathleen Heffernan
Kathryn and Dale Heien
Mike Heiney
Vince and Tracy Heinze
Michelle Heisler
Leslie and David Helfgott
Jeanne Heller
Lolly Hellman
Ruth Hemming
W. Carol Hendrix
Diane Hennessy
Fionnuala Hennigan
Edward and Virginia Henning
Evelyn Henry
William Henry
Karen Hensley
Ramona Henwood-Swander
Jennifer Herald
Sonja Heritage and James Wiggins
Marlene and Victor Herman
Margarita Hernandez
Michael Hernandez
Julie Herndon
Diane Herriges
Stephanie Herron
Dr. R. Jeffrey Herten and Deborah Lyon
Valerie Hervey
Jolene Herz
Gail and Lawrence Hess
Barbara Hevener
Mary Hewitt
James and Mallory Heydorff
Mary Hiatt
Alice Hickey
Lucille Hicklin and Curtis Julien
Ralph Hicks
Beth and Stephen Higa
Leslie High
Andrea Highland
Dean Higuchi
Rhonda and Chris Hill
Alan Hill
David Hill
Kendra Hill
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Bruce and Jackie Hillman
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Christa Hinckley
Rachel Hinerman
Laurel and Brian Hines
Gerri and Paul Hinkes
Otis Hinkle
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Don Hirschman
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Judy Hnilo
Sarah and Doug Hoag
Judy and Greg Hobbs
Shelly and Steve Hobbs
Kathleen Hobson
Thora Hodge
Emily Hodges
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UP FOR THE CHALLENGE

At its founding in 
1996, SDF embraced 
the challenge of 
strengthening disaster 
response in our 
nation and laid out 
two primary goals of 
positive transformation 
– to transform rescued 

dogs into rescuers and to transform and continually 
improve the training and resources offered to 
Canine Disaster Search Teams. 

Twenty-two years later, these two goals continue 
to drive our actions and have guided our programs, 
pilot endeavors and the growth and changes we’ve 
implemented in order to creatively and productively 
enhance our own operations and the services 
we provide. We always want to do better – for 
emergency response teams serving across America 
and for our dogs, be they active Search Dogs, retired 
or part of our Lifetime Care community.  

When we perceive an unmet need or identify 
room for improvement, we work to address it – 
sometimes with inevitable bumps along the road, 
but always recognizing that it takes collaboration 
to solve the large challenges facing our mission. We 
cannot and do not do it alone. 

2017 was no exception with Task Forces, 
universities, veterinarians, trainers, shelters, rescue 
groups, foundations, companies and individuals 
working together to further our shared mission. 
We welcomed seven new members to the Board 
of Directors who, along with our now retired Board 
Members, oversaw a completion plan for our 
National Training Center’s construction.

The Grand Opening of our National Training 
Center (NTC) on September 23, 2017, was more 
than a decade in the making and required the 
collective efforts of a small army that included, in 
addition to the Board, the U.S. military’s Innovative 
Readiness Training program, Diani Construction, 
staff, Handlers, volunteers and 908 donors – all 
contributing the passion, sweat, expertise and 
dollars needed to get the historic job done. As 
the first permanent training facility dedicated to 
Canine Disaster Search Teams, the NTC is a major 
milestone in our ongoing effort to better support 
America’s response network, giving them a place 
to always return for professional training, advanced 
learning opportunities and a forum to share their 
lessons learned from deployment experiences. 

In collaboration with Virginia Task Force 1, we 
hosted our very first deployment simulation at the 
NTC – an intensive two-night exercise engaging 
most of our staff and 125-acre campus where 21 of 
our tireless volunteers participated as victims. We 
also partnered with Dr. Erin Perry, from Southern 
Illinois University, to conduct research on a newly 
developed canine decontamination process for 
Handlers to use during deployment. 

Learning opportunities like these help prepare 
Search Teams across the country for deployment, 
regardless of whether or not they were initially 
partnered with an SDF Search Dog. Our aim is to 
not only provide Task Forces with Search Dogs, 
but to also offer training and additional support to 
strengthen their response efforts. 

Back-to-back disasters in August and September 
of 2017 saw a record 37 SDF-trained Search Teams 
and their teammates deploy for a total of 36 days 
to Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria and to the 
deadly earthquake in Mexico City. With 15 federal 
and state Task Forces responding, the incidents 
were a firm reminder that we must aid and 
sustain our nation’s response network for future 
deployments as best we can.

We at SDF are striving to do just that by expanding 
our capacity to fulfill requests for Search Dogs and 
offering advanced ongoing education to teams. 
All the while, we continue to engage more than 
150 shelter and rescue groups to find those special 
dogs with Search Dog potential and thank our 
rescue network for helping SDF give them a new 
life they love. 

We also thank the more than 1,000 
individuals, foundations, companies and 
community groups who come together 
each year to help fund our mission. Your 
generosity fuels this important work, 
enabling SDF and our service partners to 
successfully tackle our challenges together. 

The power of our community was perhaps 
no more on display than on December 4, 
2017, when the Thomas Fire scorched 
part of our campus. From the brave first 
responders fighting the blaze to those of 
you who sent us your thoughts, services 
and dollars in support – your good deeds 
helped us through our toughest challenge 
of the year. Though the fire was a setback, 
we have completed the debris removal 
and clean-up process and look forward to 
moving ahead with reconstruction in the 
coming months. 

Striving for creative and effective trans- 
formation has been at the heart of SDF 
since day one and we are committed to 
keeping it there. We know we can succeed 
with dogged determination and with our 
many partners like you, for whom we are 
so grateful.

Thank you all for being Part of the Search!

George Haynes 
SDF Executive Director/CEO

BALANCE SHEET as of 9/30/17 
Current Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,275,617 
Fixed Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,774,503 
Other Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,435 
Total Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,103,555 
Current Liabilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,265,658 
Long Term Liabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,755,258 
Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,082,639 
Total Liabilities & Net Assets . . . . . . . . 35,103,555

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 10/1/16 - 9/30/17 
Public Support and Revenue  
Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,133,426 
Grants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,185,022 
Gifts to Endowment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 576,108 
Year End Appeals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137,459 
In-Kind Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,586,921 
Investment Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 389,772 
Sponsorship Gifts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89,767 
Merchandising Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,081 
Other Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,783 
Total Public Support* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,135,339

Expenses  
Program Services (86%) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,708,279 
General and Administrative (5%)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 275,021 
Fundraising (9%) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516,313 
Total Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,499,613

Net Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,635,726 
*$1,297,150 of total public support is restricted to the National Training 
Center (NTC) capital campaign and does not fund general operations.  
Funds expended on construction of the NTC are captured as assets on our 
Balance Sheet.

SDF’s Board of Directors. Back row (L to R): George Haynes,  
Jeff Wenig, Robert Dodge, George Leis, Dennis Kuykendall, and 
Michael J. Diani. Front row (L to R): Wilma Melville, SDF Founder; 
and Cathie Walker.  Photo by Serenity Nichols

Audited Financial Statements for 
our Fiscal Year – October 1, 2016  
to September 30, 2017
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6800 Wheeler Canyon Road 
Santa Paula | CA 93060

888.459.4376  
www.searchdogfoundation.org

I promise to always be there, at your side, 
every step of the way until the job is done.

Save Paper!
Send your email address to Rescue@SearchDogFoundation.org  

and let us know you want to be updated electronically — we never sell or share your contact information!

Together, we can give them a job in service to humanity. 
Together, we can make a difference. 
Together, we are the Search Dog Foundation.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!

www.facebook.com/NationalDisasterSearchDogFoundation 
www.twitter.com/searchdogfdn 

www.instagram.com/searchdogfoundation

Make your gift today and help us train incredible dogs 
just like Cajun to become rescuers in the hands of first responders.

Search Dog Cajun rests faithfully next to Handler Josh Flores 
during a break from searching in Montecito, CA.


